
 
Dear District 5  
Zontians, 
 
I do not know where 
my summer went but I 
do know that it went 
fast.  I am back at my 
early morning job get-
ting the darlings (my 
daughter’s boys) ready 
and off to school. 
 
I did a fair bit of Zonta-
related travelling over 
the summer starting 
with a drive down to 
Cincinnati to attend the 
North American Inter 
District Meeting, then a 
trip to Elizabethtown 
and a further drive to 
Paducah for the 
presentation of the 
certificate and pin to 
Morgan Guess, winner 
of District 5’s Zonta 
International Young 
Women in Public Af-
fairs Award.  The next 
road trip was to 
Wheeling, West Virgin-
ia for an Open House 
at the Wheeling Soup 
Kitchen. We hope to 
charter a club there.    
My last stop was a visit 
to Springfield.  These 
travels gave me an 
opportunity to meet 
fellow Zontians both 
within our district and 
from around the coun-

try.  They allowed me 
to appreciate that, 
spite of  the continu-
ing threat of the pan-
demic, Zontians have 
not stopped and have  
carried on with their 
service to their com-
munities.   
 
We now have some 
exciting events to 
look forward to.  The 
Conference Planning 
Committee and the 
District 5 Board are 
working hard to bring 
you a safe confer-
ence in Newark.  You 
must have received 
the Call to Confer-
ence.  The District 5 
website has also 
been updated.  
Please note that you 
must call Cherry Val-
ley Hotel to make 
your reservations. 
 
This is a voting con-
ference.  We have 
Zonta International 
Treasurer/Secretary 
Mari McKenzie at-
tending as the ZI 
Representative.  .  I 
hope to see every 
club in the district 
represented.  We 
have a great program 
lined up.  I look for-
ward to seeing many 
of you there. 
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Club of Cleveland – 
are celebrating their 
100 years of serving 
their respective com-
munities.  We have 
the honor of having 
Zonta International 
President Sharon 
Langenbeck grace 
both occasions.  The 
Planning Committees 
of both clubs have 
planned exciting 
events.  Once again, I 
hope to see some of 
you there. 
 
There are several 
deadlines coming up 
for scholarships, 
awards and other im-
portant activities. 
Please refer to District 
5’s Key Dates for 
these important dead-
lines.  
 
As always, I shall end 
by reminding you to 
send your stories to  



our 300 ticket goal. Our winner of 
$5000 was a former member. 
She was over the moon excited 
and used the money to have her 
home painted. Plus, she’s consid-
ering re-joining our group. 

Our Service Committee led by 
Amy Grubbe and comprised of 
Sharon Lichtcsien, and Diane 
McNutt continue to work tireless-

ly on our scholarship program. 
This is an area we will continue to 
develop and enhance. We cur-
rently award three high school 
scholarships, support the YWPA 
award, and our non-traditional 
scholarship for a woman returning 
to pursue her education. We are 
also actively marketing for a 
Women in Technology candidate 
to submit. We have submitted a 
candidate for the Jane M. Klaus-
man award. We are embarking on 
a new service project with BGSU 
Firelands focused on mentoring 
and supporting students who are 
also parents.  

The club held our strategic plan-
ning session in August, preparing 
for the 2021-2022 year. We had 
10 members attend, including our 
new member Kristin Solze.  
Keeping our members engaged 
and retained continues to be a 
topic for discuss. We are schedul-
ing a recruiting event in Novem-
ber to celebrate Zonta’s Birthday 
and introduce our club to potential 
new members and celebrate with 
our current membership. Our oth-
er topic we spend time on is re-
thinking how we fundraise this 
year, as the pandemic continues 
to be a wild card in play.   

As the last year wound down 
several clubs in Area 1 found 
themselves trying to break 
free of the distancing that the 
COVID-19 pandemic forced 
on us last year. Many club 
members joined with Zontians 
all over the United States in 
the North American Inter-
district Meet (NAIDM) in Cin-
cinnati. It was great to meet 
with the President of Zonta 
International and old friends, 
and at the same time make 
many more new friends. Ku-
dos to District 5 and Club of 
Cincinnati for hosting such a 
great event! 

A beautiful warm lazy summer 
followed NAIDM and it was 
followed quickly by Zontians 
planning and organizing the 
start of another Zontian year! 
Read below how Presidents 
of Area 1 started their year 

Zonta Club of Greater  

Sandusky 

“Summer it feels as if it went 
by so fast, it’s already Sep-
tember! The Zonta Club of 
Greater Sandusky held its 
second raffle during the pan-
demic, we successfully sold 
over 250+ tickets, just shy of 
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Caroline Menezes 

Area 1 Director 

Zonta Gourmet Mixed Nuts 
continue to be a staple fund-
raiser for us, according to our 
Nut Chairperson, Karen Per-
kins, they will be available 
mid- November just in time 
for the holidays. Please con-
tact any Greater Sandusky 
Zontian to purchase your 
supply only $22 per can!  

We are a small yet mighty 
group of women, shout out 
to: Amy Grubbe, Sharon 
Lichtcsien, Diane McNutt, 
Kellsey Horton, Kathy 
Parzynski, Kathy Kaman, Ka-
ren Perkins, Wendy Fox, Ta-
mila Darling, Janis Zura, Ja-
net Cummings, Eileen Bor-
chardt, Candace Irlbacher, 
Sarah Carver, Jennifer Kin-
ney and Kristin Solze. Your 
dedication and hard work in 
our community makes a dif-
ference! “ 

     President Donna Jaskolski, 
Club of Greater Sandusky 

Zonta Club of Bowling 
Green 

The Club of BG has begun 
the new club year with their 
first meeting on September 
7

th
, and are thrilled to be get-

ting the opportunity to meet 
in person after 1+ years 
meeting via Zoom. Over the 
summer, we had appointed a 
restructuring committee to 
come up with some ideas 
that would re-energize our 
current club members and to 
focus on ways to rebuild our 
membership. We surveyed 
current members, as well as 
those who did not renew their 
membership, to identify  
where we are and where we 

Continued on page 10 



Distr ict  Newsletter  

This has been a summer of 
“firsts” for the Area 2 Clubs! The 
summer kicked off with the 
2021 North American Inter-
District Meeting (NAIDM) which 
was held in Cincinnati, the Zon-
ta Club of Elizabethtown cele-
brated the selection of Morgan 
Guess, their YWPA candidate, 
as one of the ZI winners and 
the Zonta Club of Louisville 
christened the first Safe Haven 
Baby Box in the state of Ken-
tucky! Each of these accom-
plishments is shared in more 
detail below. I am so proud of 
these women who are commit-
ted to improving the lives of oth-
ers. 
 
Zonta Club of Cincinnati 
Members of the Cincinnati Club 
put together gift bags and 
served in a variety roles in sup-
port of the NAIDM held in Cin-
cinnati in June. It was an honor 
to welcome Zontians from 
across the country to the histor-
ic Netherland Hilton Hotel.  
 
As a result of an advocacy ef-
fort during NAIDM, club mem-
bers Connie Kingsbury and 
Jane Wiehe met with Nan Ca-
hall, the Southwest District Di-
rector for Senator Rob Portman 

to garner his support for elimi-
nating the deadline for ratifica-
tion of the Equal Rights 
Amendment and share the 
100+ signatures of support 
from Zontians collected at 
NAIDM. Nan welcomed learn-
ing more about Zonta and 

bringing attention to the ERA 
issues.  
The Club will be resuming 
meetings this month. 
 
Zonta Club of Elizabethtown 
The Club eagerly returned to 
their regular meeting location, 
Shoney’s Restaurant for the 
first time since the pandemic 
began. At a meeting this sum-
mer, the Club welcomed a 
presentation from Jillian 
Carden, Executive Director of 
the Silverleaf Sexual Trauma 
Recovery Services. Club Pres-
ident Linda Funk is pictured 
making a Club donation to Jil-
lian Carden, Executive Direc-
tor of Silverleaf Sexual Trau-
ma Recovery Services.  
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The Club also welcomed a 
visit from District 5 Gover-
nor Roji Rao at a recent 
meeting. Pictured from left, 
members Rosanna Duna-
way, Ramona Jeffries, 
Governor Roji, Ruth Ellen 
Stanley, Linda Funk, Lois 
Pierce, and Laura Nall. 
  

Zonta Club of Elizabeth-

town continues to support 
the Central Hardin High 
School Resource Center 
with donations of frequently 
needed items along with a 
monetary donation.  

 Connie Kingsbury 

Area 2 Director 

Continued on page 9 
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Dear Fellow Zontians, 

The verb “to plan” means to 
decide on and arrange in ad-
vance. And we all know Zonti-
ans are master planners. Zon-
tians spend an inordinate 
amount of time planning con-
ferences, meetings, fundrais-
ers, service projects, advocacy 
events, promotional activities 
and much more. 

During the hot summer 
months, many of the Area 3 
Clubs met to strategize and 
plan their 2021-2022 season. 
New committee chairs were 
chosen, service and advocacy 
projects were fine tuned and 
new members initiated. All the 
planning paid off. By their Sep-
tember meetings, Area 3 Zonti-
ans were prepared to continue 
empowering, mentoring, serv-
ing and advocating for women 
and girls—never missing a 
beat. 

Our clubs weren’t the only 
ones planning. Governor Roji 
and the D5 Board, along with 
the Zonta Club of Newark, met, 
planned and put  the final 
touches on the upcoming Dis-
trict 5 Governor’s Conference 

Scheduled for October 15-17 

in Newark. 

Finally, you know summer is over 

when your neighbors put out their 

Halloween decorations, every food 

item is pumpkin spiced and 

pumpkins and mums flank the 

outside of every grocery store. 

Looking forward to seeing you at 

the District 5 Governor’s Confer-

ence. 

 

Jenny Markovich, Area 3 Director 

Zonta Club of Ashtabula Area 

Hello from the Zonta Club of 
Ashtabula Area! 

Hopefully everyone has enjoyed 
the summer as we all ventured 
out from the restrictions of last 
year. Our club met in June, in 
person, to award our 3 scholar-
ships and 1 YWPA award.  We 
enjoyed meeting the young la-
dies chosen by our committee.  
It is truly inspiring to hear what 
these ladies have planned as 
they begin their futures.  Their 
families joined us, and it was 
heartwarming to witness the 
support and pride they felt.  We 
know they will move forward to 
do great things, and our club 
was thrilled to play a small part 
in that! 
Zonta Club of Ashtabula usually 
meets during the summer at one 
of our wineries for which our 
County is famous!  This year 
one of our members graciously 
hosted us in her beautiful home.  
What a great treat this was for 
us.  We enjoyed the fellowship  

( 

Jennie Markovich 

Area 3 Director 

Continued on page 5 

and food, and then were given 
a tour of her unique house and 
park-like grounds around her 
home.  Many thanks to Pat Ar-
nold for a lovely evening as we 
gathered with each other in 
Zonta spirit! 
 
Our board met in August to 
plan our upcoming year. The 
meeting was held at the home 
of our President and was truly 
a productive night of planning. 
We lined up speakers and ser-
vice projects and are ready to 
take on our Zonta mission 
again. 
 
Finally, we met on September 
13

th
 and our Area Director, 

Jenny Markovich, drove all the 
way out to be with us!  She 
presented the “Zonta Elevator 
Speech” details for us, and 
gave us many good ideas to 
allow us to develop a meaning-
ful speech.   
 
We wish all our Zonta sisters a 
warm and colorful fall season, 
and look forward to what lies 
ahead! 
 
Zonta Club of Hudson 
 
After a year of Zoom meetings, 
our club finally gathered in per-
son at a local park shelter in 

June. Serious planning took 
place in July on a member’s 
deck, and then we were back 
in the park shelter in August 
hosting a “Zonta Back to Ba-
sics” themed meeting, review-
ing the governance of Zonta. 
We had a good response to 
our August 14th presence at 
the Hudson Farmers’ Market  
Community Day promoting our 
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 Zonta of Hudson -Continued 

  

club. Several women expressed 
interest and have been invited to 
future meetings. We are working 
on our Elevator Speeches in the 
hope we can recruit them as 
new members. 
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Images From NAIDM-
Cincinnati, Ohio, 2021 
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Zonta Club of Newark 

The Zonta Club of Newark 
has 7 new members and is 
still working on adding 
more. Thanks to President 
Louis Antritt, 4 new mem-
bers came on by aboard. 
One new member joined 
after receiving a donation 
to her organization that 
helps women to recover 
from abuse, addiction and  

Judy DeBe Voise 

Area 4 Director 

more. Two previous 
members rejoined after 
a few years’ break! In 
addition to this grand 
accomplishment, the 
small group of  Zonta 
Club of Newark mem-
bers had a highly suc-
cessful Champagne 
Luncheon and awarded 
two recipients large 
checks at the Septem-
ber meeting.  

 

Making a difference in 
Newark! 

Congratulations! 

 

REMARKABLE WOMEN, 

POWERFUL STORIES 

29 SEPTEMBER 2021 -
 AVIAJA LYBERTH 

HAUPTMANN  

 

Each month during this 
leadership series, hear a 
remarkable woman share 
her achievements and 
personal story.  

 

ADVOCATING FOR  

INDIGENOUS WOMEN 

WEBINAR 

10 A.M.  CDT,  11 
OCTOBER 2021  

Strong grassroots move-
ments are necessary to 

propel public awareness and 
prevention of Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Peo-
ple. Join Zonta International, 
the Zonta Club of Billings and 
the Montana Native Wom-
en’s Coalition for a conversa-
tion focusing on how Zonti-
ans around the globe can be 
involved in increasing aware-
ness of the MMIP crisis and 
work with Indigenous organi-
zations to find solutions for 
prevention, aid victims and 
their families, and empower 
Indigenous women.  

Register now! 

What’s Happening on the ZI Website? 

Have you checked out 
ZI’s updated website? 
It is loaded with valua-
ble info to help your 
club and educate 
members. Here are 2 
of the current offerings: 

Club President Lois Antritt 
swearing in new member Kim 
Mathis 
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 Zonta International’s 
‘Share Your Story’ to 
showcase to the rest of 
the Zonta world  the 
great happenings in Dis-
trict 5. 
 
Thank you all for all that 
you do for Zonta.  I look  
forward to seeing you in  

Newark and perhaps in 
Cleveland and Toledo and at  
the rest of your club meet-
ings  
 
Roji Rao 
Governor, 2020-2022  
Zonta International  
District 5 

 

Cherry Valley Hotel, Newark, Ohio 

      Advocacy Corner 

              Update 

 

Advocacy on Women's 
rights has been very active.  
As you listen to the news 
nightly, you will hear of con-
cern about women.  It's with 
great pride that I share that 
Zonta International is one of 
six organizations that will be 
recognized with a 2021 
Summit Award, the Ameri-
can Society of Association 
Executive’s (ASAE) highest 
honor for the association 
community. The Award is 
being given to Zonta Inter-
national in recognition of our 
work to end child marriage 
and advance the rights of 
women and girls in the Unit-
ed States and around the 

The award will be present-
ed at the National Building 
Museum in Washington, 
DC on 30 September. 

This award recognizes and 
reinforces the incredible 
work being done by Zonta 
International and Zonta 
clubs around the world. 
Your efforts to end child 
marriage here in the Unit-
ed States are an essential 
and exemplary part of that 
work. Congratulations! 

Since this was announced, 
we found out that North 
Carolina has also changed 
their state law on Child 
Marriage!   

 

The USA Caucus has 
completed a letter to Pres-
ident Biden addressing the 
concern of treatment for 
Afghanistan Women.  The 
letter will be posted to 
Zonta USA.org website in 
the near future.  

 

Remember to check the 
website for copies of all 
our Fast Action Fridays.  
There are many topics 
that are current to our lo-
cal areas.  There is a 
wealth of information 
available to assist in our 
activities. 

Angela Brokman 

Zonta International  

District 5 

Advocacy Chair 
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4. Memories you would like to 
share. 

 

5. The name of the Club member 
who will participate at the 
memorial service. 

 

6. Please submit a photo, if 
possible. 

 

For answerers to questions, 
contact Jenny via email, text or 
call 330-289-2994. 

 

Thank you. 

Governor’s Conference Memorial Service 

Katherine Graham, publisher Washington Post from 1963-1991 

jmarkovichzonta@ 

gmail.com 

 

1. Name and age or date of 

passing of Zontian to be 
remembered. 

 

2. Member of Zonta  Club 

of ______ for _______ 
years of service. 

 

3. Positions held at Club, 
District and/or International 
level. 

 

 

Key Zonta Dates & Deadlines 

October 8— Deadline for 
Elevator Speech videos, 
test, or photos to Zonta 
International 

 

 

October 15 — Applica-
tions for the Women in 
Technology Scholarship 
to be sent directly to 
Zonta International 

 

October 15-17—District 
5 Conference in Newark, 
Ohio 

November 5 — Zonta 
Club of Cleveland Cen-
tennial Celebration 

At each District 5 Confer-
ence, Zontians publicly 
honor and remember our 
fellow Zontians who no 
longer walk beside us. In 
preparation for the Memo-
rial Service at the District 
5 Governor’s conference 
scheduled for Sunday, 
October 17, kindly submit 
the answers to the follow-
ing questions and include 
a picture of the Zontian to 
be memorialized to Area 3 
Director Jenny Markovich 
on or before  October 1, 
2021 . Send it to: 

           FOOD FOR THOUGHT     

“To love what you do and feel that it matters—how could anything be more fun?” 

November 6 — Zonta Club 
of Toledo I Centennial  

Celebration 

 

     16 Days of Activism 

November 25  - International 
Day for the Elimination of Vio-
lence Against Women  

                until 

December 10—Human 
Rights Day 
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Spotlight onArea 2 Continued from page 3 
 

Also, the Club was well rep-
resented at the 2021 Wom-
en’s Equality Day at the Uni-
versity of Louisville on Au-
gust 31

st
. Club President An-

gel Brokmann promoted the 
Zonta Club of Louisville while 
club member Denise Thomas 
represented The Family 
Scholar House. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The final activity of the club 
over the summer was the 
making of a Quilt Square for 
a quilt being assembled by 
the League of Women Voters 
in honor of the local organi-
zations working to ensure the 
right to vote for all within our 
community and across the 
state. 

Zonta Club of Louisville 
The Zonta Club of Louisville has 
been very busy over the sum-
mer. Members attended   the 
North America Inter District 
Meeting (NAIDM) in June, par-
ticipating in many wonderful 
presentations – a favorite being 
the presentation on how to 
speak to your legislative repre-
sentatives.  It's always great to 
practice the things we need to 
use. 
 
In July, the Club unveiled the 
first Safe Haven Baby Box in 
Kentucky which they co- spon-
sored with Isabella Lamkin at 
the Okolona Fire Department 
Station Number 1. Safe Haven 
Baby Box founder Monica Kel-
sey spoke at this event which 
drew considerable media cover-
age. Pictured are members of 
the Zonta Club of Louisville and 
Isabella. What a wonderful turn-
out for our community. 

 Zonta of Elizabethtown -
continued 

Pictured holding yellow roses 
is Morgan Guess, one of 10 
Zonta International Young 
Women in Public Affairs schol-
arship awardees.  Morgan, who 
is from Paducah, Kentucky, 
was sponsored by the Zonta 
Club of Elizabethtown.  She is 
pictured with her mother Susan 
Guess (right), Zonta members 
Linda Funk, Linda Miller, Roji 
Rao (Zonta District 5 Gover-
nor), and Connie Kingsbury 
(Zonta Area 2 Director) along 
with community members who 
have supported her along the 
way.  A luncheon and celebra-
tion was held at the Country 
Club of Paducah to present 
Morgan with certificates and 
Zonta YWPA pin presented by 

Governor Rao. 
 
Linda Funk (left), Zonta Club of 
Elizabethtown President at-
tended the Zonta North Ameri-
can Inter District Meeting. She 
is pictured with Sharon 
Langenbeck (center) Zonta In-
ternational President, and Sa-
rojini "Roji" Rao the District 5 
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Zonta Bowling Green 

to be to meet our mission 
locally, as well as interna-
tionally. With COVID contin-
uing to be in the forefront, it 
challenges us to think out-
side the box in relation to 
service projects, social 
events and fundraisers. We 
have become a partnership 
sponsor for our community 
domestic violence shelter, 
The Cocoon. Our first pro-
ject will be working with The 
Cocoon to plan a celebra-
tion event for the induction 
of new playground equip-
ment for the children to en-
joy as they are displaced 
from their homes. In addi-
tion, we are supporting our 
recent scholarship winners, 
1 traditional and 1 non-
traditional student, by 
providing care packages 
and monthly letters of sup-
port, kind words and encour-
agement as they work to-
wards their goals and 
dreams of a college educa-
tion. 

 
Zonta Club of Toledo I 
 
Zonta club of Toledo has their 
plate full this Fall.  They are 
preparing for their centennial  

Zonta Club of Defiance 
For Defiance we had our first 
in-person meeting September 
2nd with about 20 in attend-
ance.  Very pleased with that! 
Trying to get back to normal -
whatever that may be right 
now.   We also inducted a 
new member at that 
time.   The Luncheon commit-
tee has been planning our 
October 7th business lunch-
eon.  The luncheon will be 
raising money for the Mercy 
Mammogram Bus that will be 
coming to Defiance to provide 
free mammogram screening 
later this fall.  This is a huge 
money-making event for our 
club.   We will be selling 
roughly 200 tickets to at-
tend. We are looking ahead 
for an exciting year and in-
person meetings!   
                                          
President Sherri Hammer-
smith, Club of Defiance 

 

 
celebration on November 6

th
.  

Dr. Sharon Langenbeck, the 
president of Zonta Interna-
tional will be joining us for 
this event.  
 
As part of the centennial cel-
ebration the club is working 
with the City of Toledo to 
pass an ordinance making 
Toledo a CEDAW city.  The 
club had their first meeting 
on September 1

st
.  It was a 

mixed virtual and onsite 
meeting with eight members 
meeting through zoom and 
eight members meeting at 
our designated restaurant 
downtown.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: The president of Zonta Club of 
Toledo 1, Catharine Harned with Dr. Sha-
ron Langenbeck, President of Zonta Inter-
national and Caroline Menezes, Area 1 
Director 

 

DISTRICT 5 

AT 

NAIDM, 

 

2021 
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CALL TO THE 51ST DISTRICT 5 GOVERNOR’S CONFERENCE 

We are pleased to invite you to the 2021 District 5 Governor’s Conference in Newark, 
Ohio.  Please join us on October 15

th
 through the 17

th
 at the Cherry Valley Hotel, 2299 

Cherry Valley Road SE, Newark, Ohio.  Your Governor, the Zonta Club of Newark, and 
District 5 Board have been working together to provide an informative and uplifting week-
end!   The Conference will provide time for learning, sharing and enjoying fellowship with 
fellow Zontians. 
 
The weekend will include the Presidents’ Forum on Friday at 3:00 PM.  All Club Presi-
dent, Vice Presidents and President-Elects are invited and encouraged to attend.  Dele-
gates training will immediately follow.  We will begin the Conference on Friday evening 
at 6:00 PM with our welcome reception and dinner, a short business meeting and one of 
our speaker Anne Massaro presenting Teamwork: Making the Impossible Possible 
 
Saturday’s agenda will include delegate voting, the Presidents’/Member Breakfast, busi-
ness meetings, our keynote speaker Maria Busch presenting Current Trends: How Hu-
man Trafficking Impacts Women & Children in 2021, workshops and group photos.  
The festivities end with the always popular silent auction and entertainment. 
 
Sunday morning will begin with our Memorial service remembering the Zontians who 
have departed this past year.  Additional Committee reports and Governor Sarojini’s re-
port will follow.  We will end the conference with invitations to the 2022 Zonta International 
Convention and District 5 Governor’s Fall Meeting in Cleveland.  Please plan to join us in 
Newark for a fun and memorable weekend.  The Call to Conference can be found at 
http:// www.zontadistrict05.org/ news/ 
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For more information see 

Zonta Cleveland.org 

$65 


