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Thank you for giving
me the opportunity to
serve as your Governor for the 2020-2022
biennium. I am honored to lead this district as we begin the
second century of
Zonta International. I
have every confidence
that together we will
continue to do good in
our communities and
enhance the lives of
women and girls as
we work through this
pandemic.
We are living in some
unusual times right
now. This new Biennium has gotten off to a
very different start
than what I had envisioned. But then we
are Zontians and, as
the popular saying
goes, we shall make
some very sweet lemonade with the lemons
we have been given.
When I joined Zonta
Club of Cleveland in
1996, I did not know of
its existence and its
impact on the lives of
women and girls. But
over these past 24
years, I have embraced it and have

been motivated by the
fact that Zontians not
only have a positive
impact in our local
communities but also
make a difference in
the lives of women
around the world.
Born and raised in India, Zonta’s global
presence resonates
with me.
While we all missed
attending the convention in Chicago, we
did get to hear President Sharon
Langenbeck present
the theme for this biennium - Transition,
Changes and Opportunities. Having
been an Amelia Earhart Fellowship for
two years in a row,
President
Langenbeck firmly believes that education
is the key to improving the lives of women
and girls and empowering them to be
strong and independent. To this end, the
educational programs
and service projects
that include ending
child marriage, responding to health

Roji Rao
District 5 Governor

issues in a timely
manner in Peru,
strengthening response to genderbased violence in Papua New Guinea and
Timor-Leste and creating opportunities for
vulnerable and excluded children, especially girls in Madagascar, all reflect this
belief one way or another.
Modelling after President Langenbeck’s
closing sentence of
her inaugural address about teamwork and partnership,
District 5’s theme will
be Teamwork and
Collaboration and
the goals are built
around this theme
from the club level all
the way up to Zonta
Continued on page 9
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Spotlight on Area 1

Caroline Menezes
Area 1 Director

It is my honor as Area Director to begin
serving as a liaison
for Area 1 clubs that
includes the oldest
club of District 5 and
my own club of Toledo 1, Findlay, Greater Sandusky, Bowling Green and Defiance. I take this opportunity to learn
more about each
club and Zonta in
general.
All Area 1 clubs
have had their first
meeting for the year.
The first point of
business for all clubs
in the time of the
COVID-19 pandemic
is “How to run the
meetings?” Below I
list what each club
has done this first
month:
Zonta Club of
Findlay
President: Karen
Flanagan
On Tuesday, August 18, 2020, the
Zonta Club of
Findlay met via

Zoom for their annual picnic. While this is normally
a potluck meal and social event, COVID-19 prevented them from gathering in person.; however,
several members were
noted to have snack and
drink in hand!
Highlights of the gathering included the passing
of the President’s Pin
from Melissa Smith (2018
-2020) to Karen Flanagan
(2020-2022), as well as
the presentation of the
Past-President’s Pin to
Melissa by Karen. The
event was virtual, but
Melissa handed Karen a
black jewelry bag and Karen then opened the
black jewelry bag with the
pin inside! Interestingly,
the same format was
used when awarding the
Past -President’s pin!
In addition, they each
shared what they had
been doing since the
COVID shut-down started
or something about themselves that most others
may not have known.
This was a great way to
catch up with everyone.

PHOTOS Top to bottom:
Karen Flanagan acknowledging the 19th
amendment
Jane Radabagh—Darth Vader
Kathy Natal—”World Turned Upside Down”

Finally, they conducted a
“Best Facial Mask” contest.
There were some very interesting ones – some of
them are pictured here.

Zonta Club of Upper
Sandusky
President: Donna Jaskolski
Upper Sandusky has had
discussions about in- person meeting, but until there
is a consensus and all
members feel comfortable
about gathering, meetings
will be virtual sessions. The
club will meet on the second Wednesdays.
Zonta Club of Defiance
President: Sherri Hammersmith
Zonta club of Defiance had
their first face to face club
meeting attended by approximately 15 members.
President Sherri has informed me that they will be
having a Mammography
Bus from Mercy Health of
Greater Toledo in the

Shirley Pollock advertising the Spring Style Show
(Continued on page 10
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Spotlight on Area 2

ty of in person meetings

Walk on Saturday, October
3rd which supports SpringHaven Domestic Violence
shelter. The Club’s September Service Project will be
volunteering at Feeding
America.
Connie Kingsbury
Area 2 Director

Most of the Area 2 clubs
are getting into full swing
after taking the summer
months off. There are
exciting things planned
even though we continue to be limited with the
restrictions of the COVID
-19 virus.
The Zonta Club of Elizabethtown spent a considerable amount of the
summer re-evaluating
the feasibility of hosting
the District 5 Conference. The club adapted
to the COVID-19 restrictions by finding a
larger meeting space
where they could effectively social distance yet
still meet as a group.
They completed a service project for Mission
Hope for Kids which involved collecting mechanical pencils, 24
count packs of crayons
and fruit snacks. That
program is challenged to
provide individual supplies to each child as
they battle to provide a
safe study space for
kids. They will be hosting their 2nd Domestic
Violence Awareness

.
The Zonta Club of Paducah
will be re-convening in September after taking the summer off and continuing to adjust to the changes brought
about by COVID-19. Gaining
membership in the Club will
be a focus this fall.

Zonta Club of Louisville
has been busy over the summer. The club completed two
service projects.
In June we sorted bras for
Women and Children. They
provide a warm and supportive daytime safe space to
rest. This safe space empowers women and children
by meeting basic needs with
access to laundry, hot showers and restrooms. Our second project was a partnership
with Girl Scouts. The girls
packed care boxes for our
elderly ladies which the club
distributed. This was the 2nd
year in support of this activity.
The Zonta Club of Louisville
will be holding Zoom meetings until the first of the year.
when we will assess the safe-

The Zonta Club of Cincinnati has been busy kicking off
the planning for the next biennium. The club has held its
planning retreat and is planning virtual meetings through
2020. In addition to zoom
meetings, the club is continuing to work on its latest service project. The club is making mats for the homeless that
are crocheted together from
plastic bags. The club will be
having a fundraiser at Kendra
Scott in December to raise
funds while allowing participants to shop online.
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Spotlight on Area 3

Jenny Markovich
Area 3 Director

Zonta Club of Cleveland
Zonta Club of Cleveland
(ZCC) was recognized by
Zonta International at its
2020 “Chicago” convention
as being one of the ten
oldest Zonta clubs. (ZCC,
club charter #14, will celebrate its centennial in November 2021.) ZCC also
received honors for being
one of eleven Zonta clubs
globally to charter a Golden Z and Z club in the centennial biennium.
In addition, ZCC member

Roji Rao received individual recognition for recruiting
ten or more members during the 2018-2020 biennium and, on July 17, was
virtually installed as the
District 5 Governor for the
2020-2022 biennium. The
club celebrates and congratulates ZCC member
and Governor Roji Rao.

ZCC held a strategic planning session in early August,
and is ready to explore options under continued social
distancing protocols to fulfill
its service commitments to
MedWish, Days for Girls, the
Renee Jones Empowerment
Center’s Project Red Cord
Night Out, and other
organizations in need.
ZCC is also making plans for
its first program of the year
on October 15, Women,
Wealth, and Well-Being, to
be presented by a representative of ZCC sponsor
Merrill Lynch, to whom the
club is grateful for its sponsorship support.
ZCC also looks forward to
providing new members Jena
Olsen, Jenna Barber and
Brighid Rancour, and transfer
member Sue Dybowski, with
a “proper” welcome when it
can once again meet in person. In the meantime, ZCC is
excited to have these dynamic women as members of the
club.
Despite being slowed down a
bit by COVID-19, Zonta Club
of Cleveland is ready to rock
and roll in the new biennium.
ZCC looks forward to an exciting and fulfilling year.

Zonta Club of Akron, Barberton, and Cuyahoga
Falls
Even though Zonta ABC
has been on summer recess since June, they were
still hard at work. On August 5, their Board met in
extra session for planning
and strategy purposes at
the home of Jennifer Douglas, Club secretary. Social
distancing and CDC mandated protocols were followed.
Zonta ABC, again this
year, is participating in the
Acme Community Cash
Back Program. Members
and friends are asked to
collect Acme receipts to
earn 5% on their Community Cash Back purchases.

The monies collected with
help support their service
projects.
Zonta ABC members are
planning to have their September meeting in person
at the Fairlawn Country
Club, which will include the
induction of their 20202021 officers and directors.
Continued on page 5
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S p o t l i g h t o n A r e a 3 , C o n t.
Zonta Club of ABC

Zonta ABC President and Director of The University of Akron’s
Adult Focus Department announced the Adult Focus Department is the proud recipient of
the State of Ohio’s Compass
Award. The Compass Award is
a monthly recognition program
established by the Ohio Treasurer’s office to highlight organizations, programs and individuals
across Ohio who are working to
advance financial literacy and
empowerment. Bravo President
Laura!

Congratulations to newly installed
Zonta ABC Officers: [from left to
right] Lana Bascetta – Director; Deborah Casanova – Director; Laura
Conley – President; Marcia Adair –
Treasurer; Jennifer Douglas – Secretary

Zonta Club of
Ashtabula Area
To ensure a seamless
transition, the Ashtabula
Club held a joint board
meeting with their outgoing and incoming
Board members on June
1, 2020. On June 8,
members held their meeting via Zoom
In July, members got together for a socially distant evening out. They
had a delicious dinner
and a fun-filled outing at
Ferrante Winery.
President Barb Schaab
held a Board retreat at
her home to discuss their
goals for the upcoming
Zonta year. They had a
very productive planning
session.

Past Governor Margot
Hoffman was sighted in
Ashtabula! She was presenting an award to a local business.

And finally, President Barb
wants to share a lovely
hand-crafted yellow rose
given to her by talented
Zontian and Board member
Elaine Swanson.

Meet Jenny Markovich

Greetings, Zontians:
I have been a Zontian for 14
years, and a charter member
of the Zonta Club of Huson.
During this biennium, I am
excited to work closely with
my four (4) clubs in my new
role as Area 3 Director.
Together we will adapt and
overcome the challenges we
will face during the COVID19 pandemic.
I have a Business Management degree from Hiram College (Go Terriers!) and
worked in my two favorite
fields – manufacturing and
recycling. Once retired, I ran
for local office and was the
President of our City Council
– politics was challenging,
but I grew the most in this
role. This year I was appointed as the Chairperson
for our city’s Board of Zoning
Appeals.
Mike and I have raised three
(3) strong, independent, and
loving women. We are
blessed with 8 grandchildren
and 4 great-grandchildren. I
love to cook, and I am constantly trying new recipes on
my family and friends. My
passion is volunteering. I’m
most happy when I can give
to others.
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Spotlight on Area 4
Zonta Clubs of
Columbus, Springfield
And Mid Ohio Valley

Judy DeBeVoise
Area 4 Director

Zonta Club of
Newark
The Newark Club reports that their first
meeting of the year will
be on September 10. It
will be held at their traditional location so the
Board members will be
anxious to see how
many members attend,
but after speaking with
members, it appears
that a meeting in person
was welcomed.
The Board celebrated
the summer’s end with
a boat ride and evening
of fun.
It was suggested the
Christmas Tour of
Homes fundraiser be
canceled since home
owners are reluctant to
commit and it was anticipated that ticket sales
would be negligible.
Members will vote on
this at the first fall meeting.

The Columbus, Springfield and Mid Ohio Valley
Clubs are all getting started
after the summer’s end. Like
most of us making changes
through the Covid 19 outbreak, restrictions have been
significant and the affects
have been difficult for many
members.
Some clubs will be focusing
on increasing service projects
since typical fund raising projects are not possible with the
state’s Covid 19 restrictions.
Some service ideas include
card showers to seniors or
shut-ins starting with members emeriti, gifts to shut-ins,
grocery shopping and other
ways to offer assistance to
help women who may have
had little contact at home or in
nursing homes since March or
before.
Other initiatives include
strengthening membership
and the development of new
or improved methods of operation and training during this
slow down of fund raising activities. Such ideas will be topics to develop further as clubs
come back together following
the summer retreat. Obviously
new ideas for fund raising
projects are a top priority.
More information from the
clubs are expected once their
first meetings start soon.

Meet Judy DeBeVoise,
Area 4 Director
Greetings to our District 5 members. As the Area 4 Director, I
am grateful for the experience
to learn so much from my
piers. My history with Zonta
includes two two-year terms as
President and a two year term
as Vice President, in addition to
serving on every committee in
some capacity in the Newark
Club
My background includes over
30 years as Vice President of
Goodwill of Newark, Ohio. I was
responsible for retail and contracts operations and other income producing work for people with disabilities and other
barriers to employment. My duties included the development
and oversight of financial,
sales, training, employee development, quality control, purchasing, and customer service
to name just a few areas for approximately 350 employees
over central Ohio.
One of my unknown passions
includes the love of horses. I
am a past 4-H advisor, taught
horsemanship for years and
showed Quarter Horses for several customers. I currently enjoy life on the lake, cooking and
entertaining. I continue my life long passion of providing interior design services specializing
in holiday and event decorating.
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M A R K Y O U R C AL E N D A R S !
•

District 5 Virtual Governor’s Conference
October 10th and 24th, 2020

•

Every Member, Every November— Donate to Zonta International Foundation
November 1, 2020 thru December 1, 2020

•

Zonta Says No— 16 Days of Activism
November 25, 2020 to December 10, 2020

•

North American Inter District Meeting
June 25, 2021 to June 27, 2021

M e e t T h e D 5 2 0 2 0 Y W PA W i n n e r
District 5 Young
Women in Public
Affairs Winner

I was a leading member in Ohio Mock TriSaichidroopi
al, Gotta Have Sole,
Korada
Metro Newspaper
Club, Robotics, and
Sponsored by Zonta Student Council. While
Club of Columbus
in school, I was invited to present as one
"My name is Roopi
of two student spotKorada and I am curlights at the 2020
rently a freshman at
State of Stem event,
the Ohio State Univer- where I was recogsity majoring in biolonized for my exemplagy on the premed
ry academic perfortrack. I am a profesmance and leadership
sionally trained dancer skills.
and singer, and I enjoy using these skills
Apart from school, I
to help serve my com- have been an intern at
munity in the forms of Nationwide Children’s
charity events, fundHospital under their
raisers, and cultural
department for Periexpos.
natal Research for almost two years now.
I graduated from Met- At Children’s, I study
ro Early College High
Cardiovascular MorbidiSchool in 2020, where ties in Preterm Infants

undeniable love for Taco
and have performed
Bell."
experiments such
as PCR, Western
Blot, Immunohistochemistry. My research “ The Impact of
Perinatal Exposure to
Inflammation and Hyperoxia on the MicroRNA Profile of the
Developing Heart”
was published in the
FASEB Journal earlier
this year!
Apart from my academic endeavors, I
am obsessed with all
things art-related
and I spend my free
time painting, dancing, singing, and
crafting. I enjoy
watching comedy
and mystery movies,
traveling to different
places, and have an
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Zonta International District 5
Governor’s Virtual Conference
October 10 and October 24, 2020

(

(

Saturday, October 10—10:00 AM –12:30PM
Club Presidents’ Forum
Providing important tools that can be used for the
successful operation of your club
Club presidents, vice presidents and presidents–elect are encouraged to attend.

Register through Evenbrite at

https://www.evenbrite.com/e/zonta-district5-governorsconference-presidents-forum-tickets-120573048233
Or by sending the registration form to sarojinirao@gmail.com
Saturday, October 24, 2020—10:00 AM-1:00 PM
Virtual Conference open to all members
A comprehensive program with interesting speakers
and meaningful presentations

Register through Evenbrite at

https://www.evenbrite.com/e/zonta-district5-governorsconference-tickets-120575852621 Or email Governor Roji
(
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Governor’s Message continued

Roji Rao
District 5 Governor

International. I
encourage you
all to reach out
to other club
members in the
district, exchange ideas or
partner with
them to make
your club better

and thereby our
the plan now is to
district a better dis- hold two sessions
trict.
about an hour and
half to two hours long
We are disappoint- that will replace the in
ed that the confer- -person conference.
ence in Elizabeth- There will be the
town had to be
Presidents' Forum on
canceled due to
Saturday, Octothe pandemic. The ber 10th that will inconference comclude topics important
mittee and the Dis- to club presitrict 5 board were
dents. Two weeks
looking forward to later on October 24th,
seeing you all there the Saturday when
and we worked
we would have had
hard to bring to you the conference, there
a great program.
will be a mini virtual
But, speaking of
conference with ZI
making lemonade President Sharon's
with the lemons we video,
have been served,

presentations
from
our
speakers, recognition of
District 5's YWPA winner
and
a
memorial
service. Stay tuned. The best
is yet to come!
Finally, it is my intention to
visit each and every club
during my term as Governor, and, once it is safe to
gather in groups, I shall do
so. In the meantime, I shall
try to attend your virtual
meetings, my schedule permitting. So please continue
to keep me informed as you
begin your program year.
Here’s to a great biennium!!
Roji Rao
2020-2022 Governor
Zonta International District 5

D i s tr i c t N e w s l e tte r
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Area 1, Continued
Zonta Club of Defiance

spring. It will offer free mammograms to individual women.
Defiance has also been planning for the week of Activism
by wrapping a semi-trailer
with ZONTA SAYS NO. It’s
going to be awesome! I can’t
wait to share a picture of that
in our next newsletter!

Zonta Club of Bowling Green
President: Wendy
Chambers

Zonta Club of Toledo 1
President: Lisa
Thompson

Zontians of Bowling Green
have answered the question with going virtual. They
had their first virtual meeting the first week of September and voted to stay
virtual until the end of the
year. Business meetings
will be held on the first
Tuesday of the month at
noon.

Members of Toledo 1 have
also decided to hold virtual
meetings till it is safe for
face to face meetings. Business meetings will be held
on the first Wednesdays of
the month at noon.

Area 2, Continued
Meet Area 2 Director, Connie Kingsbury
Over the past 18 years, Connie has served the Zonta Club of Cincinnati in a variety of capacities:
Club President 2014-2016, President-elect 2013-2014, Vice President, Treasurer 2004-2006, and
Board Director for several terms. Connie has chaired the Membership Committee and Co-Chaired
the Advocacy Committee. She currently serves on the Finance Committee, By-Laws Committee,
Scholarship Committee and the Fund-Raising Committee. She was a delegate to the 2014 Zonta
International Convention in Orlando Florida.
Connie has worked for Life Enriching Communities in Cincinnati, Ohio, a company that owns and
operates senior living communities for 19 years, serving as Vice President of Marketing and Public
(
Relations for the past 14 years. She also serves as
Executive Director of Confident Living, a new
Continuing Care at Home program.
A native of Covington, Kentucky, Connie is a graduate of the University of Kentucky holding a
Bachelor’s Degree in Education and a Master’s in Social Work. In her career, she served as President of the Board of Directors for the Women’s Crisis Center of Northern Kentucky and served on
boards for the Sycamore Senior Center, the Greater Cincinnati Joint Council on Geriatric Care,
and the Friends of Covington.
She is passionate about Kentucky basketball and in her free time enjoys yoga, music and spending time with her husband camping, golfing and hiking.
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District 5 2020 – 2022 Goals
Theme—Teamwork and Collaboration
Goal 1: Projects and Programs
* Education
* Women in Technology
- 4 applications per year
* Programs
- Service
- Individual clubs collaborate with like-minded organizations and
continue with their established project works:
Domestic Violence Shelters
Human -Trafficking
Homeless Shelters
- Advocacy
- Take Action with Zonta USA Caucus to end all child marriage
before the age of 18 in Kentucky, Ohio and West Virginia
- 16 Days of Activism – November 25th to December 10th
50% of our club to participate each of the two years – 8
clubs
- Involving Men and Boys – He for She
Goal 2: Membership
* Target – 100% retention at the end of May 31st, 2022
Retention and Recruitment
* Start a new club in West Virginia.
* Membership challenge
* Leadership Development
Goal 3: Finance
* Zonta International Foundation
- Set out target at $75,000.00 with a
stretch goal of $100,000.00 for
district contribution to ZIF
- 100% club participation
- 100% member participation
* 100% District 5 Clubs registered with their
states
Goal 4: Showcase District
* Publicity
* Share Your Story
- At least once a month
- 100% Club Participation
* Newsletter
- Once every quarter
* District Events in 2021
- Centennial Anniversary
- Toledo 1
- Cleveland
* NAIDM
- Cincinnati

D i s tr i c t N e w s l e tte r
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Women Education Moment
Karla Gadley of Zonta
Club of the Ashtabula
Area began a program
which has been continued in the club’s newsletter to feature a littleknow or unknown woman who made a special
contribution to the world.
We will now continue
this in the D5 newsletter.

During the 1930s depression, children were forced
to help their families by
working and not going to
school. Illiteracy grows.
President Roosevelt uses
the WPA to create libraries
so children can learn to
read in their spare time;
however in many areas like
the Appalachians there are
no roads to allow for the
building of libraries.
In 1934 Elizabeth Fullerton is the State Director for
the WPA in Kentucky.

She comes up with an
idea to solve the problem:
bring the books to the
children. Groups of librarians assemble scrapbooks of articles, recipes, etc. and deliver them
on horseback. This becomes know as the
“Packhorse Library”. The
ladies also spend time
teaching children to read.
One of these scrapbooks
is on display at the Hyde
Park Museum.

Zonta International
Governors and Region
Representatives
2020-2022
Virtually installed
July 6, 2020
Congratulations to
our D5 Governor
Roji Rao.

D i s tr i c t N e w s l e tte r
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Membership News
Hello dear members!
As we begin our 2020-22 biennium, I propose two theme
words to guide us: (be) CURIOUS & AGILE as we navigate these most unusual
times. Last week, I contacted
members of 6 clubs with a
short phone call to gage the
pulse of District 5’s own
health. You would almost not
have known that Covid-19
was going on. Clubs were
busy! Why? Because we are
Zontians! We are having all
types of meetings; virtual,
live, dinner/picnic, social distancing and their variations.
We are trying to make Zoom
interesting, clustering for service projects, finding ways to
progressively move out of the
doldrums of isolation. We just
don’t permit that in ZONTA!
Clubs asked members how to
meet, acted on the feedback
and creatively pushed new
solutions forward. Healthy
and wise methods do exist!
I can’t help but compare us to
a just released 2020 study by
Survey Monkey which said,
CURIOSITY and AGILITY
were the two most prominent
traits displayed by firm employees who CREATIVLY
SOLVED problems, mastering their peer firms during
2020. Thank you for what you
are doing!

spring. Membership goals
for our District 5 were explained at the district meetings. We are seeking 100%
retention Membership
goals for our District 5 were
explained at the district
meetings. We are seeking
100% retention in all
clubs. With that, you will
be adding members to cover any losses. Each year
establish a new member
goal always. Incorporate
being AGILE and CURIOUS in all membership
committee functionality.
Seek virtual and other cluster/small group-like gatherings to capture Zonta’s service work or prep for fund
raisers. Remember to include all members—even
calling the more mature
Zontian once a week to
check on them is a great
idea, too.
Membership Committees,
our membership goals include adding at least 10%
young professionals over
the period. Make it a personal goal to be working
towards 100% Computer
Literacy of our ZI website.
ZI has just updated the
membership space and its
resources are many.

The young professional
population wants to be an
advocate for women and
girls and get things done!
ZI has heard us. Tool
around the new ZI website
and you can even contact
your congressperson and
write to them online in a
snap!
Next issue, we will review
the progress made thus far
in membership for D5.
Let’s continue to be AGILE
and CURIOUS while moving in healthy & wise ways.

Eileen Borchardt
Lt. Governor District 5
Membership Chair

Food for Thought
“Far away there in the sunshine are my highest aspirations. I
may not reach them, but I can look up and see their beauty,
believe in them and try to follow where they lead.”
Louisa May Alcott

