
Dear District 5 Zontians, 

 

I hope you have had an en-

joyable summer and are 

energized and ready to en-

gage in the many upcoming 

Zonta activities. It’s an excit-

ing time to be a Zontian!  

 

In July, Zonta International 

announced the 62 appli-

cants selected to receive 

Centennial Anniversary 

Grants. A total of 289 appli-

cations were received and 

evaluated. These successful 

projects will directly benefit 

approximately 5,000 women 

and girls. As we celebrate 

Zonta’s 100th year of 

providing service to women, 

these grants will be instru-

mental in taking us further 

along the journey to achiev-

ing our mission. Congratula-

tions to the Zonta Clubs of 

Ashtabula Area, Cleveland 

and Columbus on submitting 

projects that received one of 

the $5,000 grants.  

 

Three women from our local 

communities will be recog-

nized at our upcoming dis-

trict conference with our 

District 5 Centennial Award. 

The women were nominated 

by the Zonta Clubs of 

Ashtabula Area, Cleveland 

and Louisville. These women 

emulate the Zonta mission 

and are doing amazing work 

to empower women in each 

of their communities. When 

we recognize the recipients 

at our conference, we will 

make a $500 donation in 

their honor to a non-profit 

organization of their choice 

that support women’s initia-

tives.  

 

Thank you to all the clubs 

that nominated candidates 

for the Young Women in Pub-

lic Affairs (YWPA) award, the 

Jane M. Klausman Women in 

Business scholarship and 

the new Women in Technolo-

gy scholarship. Congratula-

tions to District 5 YWPA 

award recipient Elizabeth 

D’sa, who was nominated by 

the Zonta Club of Columbus. 

We have submitted our dis-

trict nominations for the two 

scholarships and look for-

ward to hearing Zonta Inter-

national’s selections later 

this year.  

I hope to see all of you at 

our District 5 Governor’s 

Conference in Defiance, 

Ohio on October 18th 

through the 20th where we 

will celebrate Zonta’s Cen-

tennial Anniversary. It’s go-

ing to be a fun and inspira-

tional weekend. I invite you 

to become more engaged in 

activities at the district and 

international levels, and 

experience firsthand the 

difference Zonta makes to 

women around the world.  

 

Warm regards, 

 

     Margot Hoffman 

2018-2020 Governor  
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(Photo:  District 5 was 

well represented at the 

Zonta NAIDM Confer-

ence in Dallas, Texas 

this past June.  Wonder-

ful speakers and pre-

senters gave new in-

sights and ideas to take 

back to our clubs and 

district.  We will be host-

ing the next NAIDM, 

scheduled for June 25-

27, 2021, in Cincinnati, 

Ohio.) 
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The Safe Haven Baby Box’s 

mission is to prevent illegal 

abandonment of newborns 

by raising awareness, offer-

ing a 24-hour hotline for 

mothers in crisis and offering 

a last resort option for wom-

en.  The program offers ser-

vices and support that go 

beyond the installation of a 

baby box in a fire station 

and/or hospital.  Having a 

baby box in a community 

provides a focal point to sup-

port the Safe Haven Law and 

allows our first responders 

and community with a proac-

tive method to eliminate ille-

gal abandonment.  (See pho-

to, below.) 

 

Findlay 

The Findlay Club celebrated 

their 60th Anniversary and 

Zonta International’s Centen-

nial Anniversary, with an Ice 

Cream Social at the Hancock 

Historical Soci-

ety Front 

Porch, on Tues-

day, August 20.  

Ice cream was 

donated by 

Culver’s of 

Findlay.  

Guests enjoyed 

music and 

games from 

the 1919 era 

and the late 

50’s as well as 

a Magic Show 

from a young 

Findlay magi-

cian.  Area Direc-

tor, Sue Dyb-

owski, made the 

trip south for the 

event, and very much en-

joyed herself mingling with 

Zontians and guests on that 

glorious front porch! 

 

The Findlay Zontians and 

some family members paint-

ed the town (or at least Main 

Greetings, Zontians: 

 

The following are updates 

for Area 1 Clubs. 

 

Bowling Green 

Wood County Hospital 

hosted the Bowling Green 

Club as they did commit-

tee work to start their 

20th year, as a club. 

 

Defiance 

The Defiance Club has 

been busy preparing to 

host our upcoming District 

5 Conference in October.  

The District Board met in 

Defiance in August to go 

over the preparations and 

to preview the Conference 

facilities.   

 

While in Defiance, the 

District Board was educat-

ed on the Defiance Club’s 

Safe Haven Baby Box Pro-

ject and had a chance to 

see the location of the 

Baby Box at the Fire Sta-

tion.  District Conference 

attendees in October will 

also have the opportunity 

to learn more about this 

project.   

St.) with a huge yellow Z.  

(See photo on this page.)  

You can be sure everyone in 

Findlay has heard of Zonta. 

 

A warm and heartfelt Con-

gratulations go out to District 

5 Leadership Development 

Chair, Maile Doyle, on her 

and her husband Bill’s 50th 

Wedding Anniversary.  (See 

photo, bottom right of page.) 

 

The Findlay Club recently 

distributed 

profits from 

their Spring 

Style Show to 

two organiza-

tions and to 

some area la-

dies.  A $6,000 

check was do-

nated to the 

S.A.N.E. (Sexual 

Assault Nurse 

Examiner) Pro-

gram and a 

$4,000 check 

was donated to 

Hope House, an organization 

serving homeless and impov-

erished individuals and fami-

lies in Hancock County.  A 

total of $6,000 was also 

awarded in scholarships.  

(See photos on page 11.)   

 

Greater Sandusky 

Congratulations to the Zonta 

Club of Greater Sandusky's 

new board officers and mem-

bers, President Donna 

Jaskolski, Vice President 

Kathy Parzynski, Treasurer 

Janet Cummings, Secretary 

Sarah Carver and board 

member Kellsey Horton. 
 
Toledo 

The Toledo Club has been on 

summer break; however, 

they do have a new President 

this year that I’d like to intro-

duce you to.  Please welcome 
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(Photo:  Findlay’s Zontian Maile 
Doyle with husband of 50 years, Bill.) 
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Lisa Thompson.  (See photo, 

on page 11.)  Lisa has been 

a member of Zonta since 

2014, and was introduced 

to Zonta through long-time 

Zontian and past District 5 

Governor, Billie Johnson.  

Lisa has worked in the field 

of Aging for over 30 years, 

serving as the Executive 

Director of the Lucas County 

(Photo:  Zonta Club of Defiance’s Natalie Welker, 
with A1D Sue Dybowski by the Defiance Club-

sponsored Save Haven Baby Box.)  

(Photo:  Zonta Club of Findlay’s “Z” on Main Street.)  

Sue Dybowski 
Area 1 Director 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The following are news 

from around Area 2. 

 
Cincinnati: 

The Service Fund Board 

met in April to determine 

the spring grant awards. 

There were seven applica-

tions. The Service Fund 

Board determined that the 

full $2,000 would be 

awarded to the Ohio Jus-

tice and Policy Center 

(OJPC) for their Women’s 

Project. OJPC’s mission is 

to create fair, intelligent, 

and redemptive criminal-

justice systems through 

zealous client-centered 

advocacy, innovative policy 

reform, and cross-sector 

community education.  The 

Women’s Project that will 

be utilizing the grant 

funds is advocating for 

women who are incarcer-

ated for the death of their 

abuser and who should 

be released. Ohio has a 

higher number of women 

incarcerated compared to 

the national average. This 

project will allow attor-

neys to provide legal ad-

vice, advocacy, and repre-

sentation for the women. 
 

At the May 23 meeting, the 

club installed new member 

Vicki Yeazel and new Zon-

ta Club of Cincinnati Board 

Directors Lisa Lamping, 

Mary Jane Watson, and 

Cindy Feucht. Glenda Caro-

ta and Gretchen Webb will 

fulfill the remainder of two 

directors’ vacancies on the 

ZCC Board. Jean Beirise 

was installed as a director 

on the Zonta Service Fund 

Board and Connie Kings-

bury will complete the 

2019-2020 term for a va-

cancy on the board. A rep-

resentative from the OJPC 

spoke about their organi-

zation and their Women’s 

Project, for which they re-

ceived the $2,000 Zonta 

Service Fund Grant. 

 

ZCC members Ellen 

Spaeth, Donna Seitz, and 

Melinda Hepfner, 

along with their 

husbands, 

attended the 

annual  Zonta 

Club of Louis-

ville fundrais-

er, Z-Night at 

the Downs, on 

April 27.  (See 

photo, left.) 
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The Ales & Advocacy event 

was held on Thursday, Au-

gust 22nd at Rhinegeist.  

Next up is the Purple Light 

Walk at Fountain Square on 

Wednesday, Sept. 25. Terri 

and Danielle Hus-

ton from Talbert 

House will again 

coordinate the Re-

source Fair. 

 

Elizabethtown: 

ZC of Elizabethtown 

did a service pro-

ject at their May 

23, 2019 meeting, 

which involved 

purses filled with 

personal items. The 

purses were then 

donated to Spring-

haven, the local Domestic 

Violence Shelter. 

 

ZC of Elizabethtown partici-

pated in a service project in 

July with Warm Blessings, 

which is an organization 

that provides meals, shelter 

and other necessities for 

people in need. ZC of Eliza-

bethtown members assist-

ed Warm Blessings Direc-

tor, Linda Funk, prepare 

registration forms to be 

mailed for their upcoming 

“Cardboard Nation” fund 

raising event to be held 

September 20, 2019.  (See 

photo, bottom of page.) 

 

Nelle Thomas, Director of 

Mission Hope for Kids, was 

the guest speaker at the 

August ZC of Elizabethtown 

meeting. Mission Hope for 

Kids provides at-risk stu-

dents with educational, 

emotional, physical, and 

spiritual support.  Zonta 

members brought in and 

donated school sup-

plies.  (See photo, left.)  

 

Louisville: 

Zonta Club of Louisville in-

stalled six new members on 

June 6 and July 25.  (See 

photos, above.)  Welcome, 

Michelle Townsend, Avalon 

Sutherland, Faith Grady, 

Laura Ryan, Donna Pollard, 

and Brittney Billue. 

 

(Continued on page 8) 

ZC Elizabethtown, pictured l to r: Linda Funk, 
Loretta Cardin, Ruth Ellen Stanley, Gail Crain, 

Ramona Jeffries, Lois Pierce, Maria Jones.   

Bottom Photo:  New member Laura 
Ryan and President Selena Sanchez, 
Zonta Club of Louisville, on July 25. 

(Above photo:  April 27’s Z-Night at the Downs in 
Louisville.  ZCC members Ellen Spaeth, Donna 
Seitz, and Melinda Hepfner, with their husbands.) 

ZC Louisville, June 6.  Left to Right: 
Pat Kenkel (Area 2 Director, District 
5), Selena Sanchez (Club President), 
new members Michelle Townsend, 
Avalon Sutherland and Faith Grady.  

(ZC of Elizabethtown, August, 2019.   Left to right:  
Gail Crain, Nelle Thomas, Laura Nall.) 



Linda Coblitz 
Area 3 Director 

 S P O T L I G H T  O N  A R E A  3  

Page 4  Volume 3,  Issue 5  

Area 3 has continued to 

provide service and advoca-

cy to Northeast Ohio, 

through fundraisers and 

service projects in their com-

munities. In 2018 – 2019 

Area 3 raised and donated 

$21,686 to their local com-

munities and $8,385 to ZIF 

during this past year.  The 

work of Zontians in action!  

 

When Zonta International 

announced the 62 clubs who 

were awarded the Zonta 

Centennial Anniversary 

Grants, two of the Area 3 

Clubs were on that listing!  

 

Zonta Club of Cleveland re-

ceived the grant to partner 

with the Renee Jones Em-

powerment Center to fund 

the Red Cord Night Out at 

the East Cleveland location.  

“Project Red Cord” address-

es the long-term effects of 

human trafficking through 

supportive life coaching and 

by managing individualized 

care services.  These ser-

vices include assistance with 

educational resources, food, 

safe housing, job training, 

legal assistance and more. 

 

Zonta Club of Ashtabula Area 

also received a grant to col-

laborate further with their 

long-time community part-

ner, Beatitude House – a 

transitional housing pro-

gram.  Beatitude House is 

committed to all disadvan-

taged women and children 

by creating homes, providing 

educational opportunities and 

fostering healthy families, to 

provide them with the opportuni-

ty to transform their lives. 

 

“These grants will be instrumen-

tal in taking us further along the 

journey to achieving our mission. 

We are proud to be able to honor 

the 62 Zonta clubs’ partnering 

organizations in this way and are 

excited to be able to empower 

them to further their work,” said 

Zonta International President 

Susanne von Bassewitz. 

 

Congratulations to both of these 

Zonta Clubs and their partners, 

and good luck with your achieve-

ments reached through the Zonta 

Centennial Grant. 

 

Area 3 is planning their fifth an-

nual celebration of International 

Women’s Day, with a luncheon 

and keynote speaker on Sunday, 

March 8, 2020.  The keynote 

speaker for this year’s 

“Celebrating Phenomenal Wom-

en, We Rise by Lifting Others” will 

be Betsy Kling, Chief Meteorolo-

gist for WKYC/NBC TV.  An inspir-

ing and uplifting afternoon 

shared with family and friends, 

which includes shopping at crea-

tive and talented, women-owned 

business vendors!  Consider join-

ing us at the Cleveland Marriott 

East, Harvard Road on March 8th.  

 

Zonta Club of Ashtabula Area had 

their first fundraiser of the year 

on July 17, at a local winery, M 

Cellars.  The owners open the 

winery up for extended hours and 

 

donated to Homesafe to 

support their services, 

raise awareness of violent 

behaviors and precautions 

are taken to support fami-

lies, friends and victims of 

violence.  

 

ZCAA is welcoming the 

International Fair back 

onto their calendar.  One 

World Shop of Rocky River 

will supply the articles for 

sale and the vendors for 

this event.  It will again be 

held at the Austinburg 

Town Hall on November 

15th, 16th, and 17th, and 

will offer all free trade 

items that make wonderful 

gifts for holidays, families 

or yourself.  This is the 

Zonta way to support wom-

en overseas who are mak-

ing their living with the 

sales of these beautiful 

and artistic handmade 

items— giving hope, en-

couragement and joy.   

(Cont. on next page.) 

(Photo, above:  Zonta Club of Ashtabula Zontians and 
friends at M Cellars, on July 17, 2019.) 

donate a percentage of 

wine and food sales toward 

the service fund of the 

ZCAA.  Their first member-

ship event of the year was 

a social evening at another 

local winery, always sup-

porting local businesses!  

(See photo, above.) 

  

Now they begin their work, 

with the first advocacy, 

service and fundraiser all 

together, in their annual 

5K/1 mile Race Against 

Violence.  (See photo, 

above.)  The one mile walk 

has a trail of positive action 

steps to take to help stop 

violence or support some-

one that is in a violent situ-

ation.  Zonta partners with 

Homesafe, the local do-

mestic abuse shelter in 

Ashtabula. The funds 

raised on this event are 

(Photo:  First female crossing 
the finish line, at the Lake 

Share Park Beach.  Zonta Club 
of Ashtabula Area partner.) 
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The Zonta Club of Akron, Bar-

berton and Cuyahoga Falls is 

in process of planning their 

fall schedule of events of 

service, advocacy and fellow-

ship.  

  

One way they support their 

service project fund is through 

the Acme Cashback program.   

Acme has begun their annual 

Cashback program, starting 

with receipts dated August 8.  

The club’s fundraising this 

past year was shared with 

these service organizations: 

 

Battered Women’s Shelter – for 

copies of birth certificates or 

drivers licenses; 

 

Harvest Home at Haven of Rest 

– for bus passes to women who 

need them to get to appoint-

ments or job interviews; and 

 

Verna Trushel Displaced Home-

maker’s Scholarship at The 

University of Akron – emergency 

& scholarship fund.  

 

Three Zonta Club of Cleveland 

members attended the 

NAIDM in Dallas, Texas this 

past June 7—9.  (See photo, 

below.) 

 

Zonta Club of Cleveland be-

gan their year with a picnic at 

the home of member Ger-

maine Gibian.  The socializing 

was followed with a serious 

work session to put together 

50 bags to distribute at their 

Centennial partner’s “Project 

Red Cord” which comprehen-

sively addresses the long-term 

effects of human trafficking 

through supportive life coach-

ing and by managing individual-

ized care services such as: 

assistance with educational 

resources, food, safe housing, 

job training, legal assistance, 

and medical and psychological 

care.  The Zonta Club of Cleve-

land has a table at the 

Project Red Cord event at 

its east side location, to 

hand out the bags of per-

sonal care items, words of 

support and even some 

gently worn clothing. The 

location of the Street Out-

reach was chosen because 

of its close proximity to 

hotels and motels; places 

where most of the sex traf-

ficking occurs.  The club’s 

scholarship recipients partici-

pated in the bags assembly.  

(See photos, above & right.) 
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Zonta Club of Hudson shared 

their summer social, with 

prospective Zonta members 

along with newly installed 

members, at their Ladies 

Night Out at Lager & Vine, a 

wonderful way to continue 

getting to 

know each 

other and 

strengthen-

ing the Zonta 

passion.  

(See pho-

to, above.)  

 

Zonta 

Club of 

Hudson is 

now prepar-

ing for the 

showing of 

the movie “Little Stones” 

at the Kent State Universi-

ty Campus Theatre on 

Tuesday, October 15th, in 

support with the Zonta 

Club of Cleveland, sponsors 

Zonta Club of Hudson, Zonta 

Club of Ashtabula Area and 

Kent State University Women’s 

Center, Kent State University, 

Center for Sexual & Relation-

ship Violence Support Services, 

and Kent State University Of-

fice of Global Education. 

 

The “Little Stones” film 

unites the personal narra-

tives of four women around 

the world using art to create 

positive change in their com-

munities.  From a graffiti 

artist speaking out against 

domestic violence in the 

favelas of Brazil to a dancer, 

rehabilitating sex-trafficking 

survivors in India, each of 

these women is contributing 

a stone to the mosaic of the 

women’s movement through 

their art.  The movie’s Direc-

tor, Sophia Kruz, will be speak-

ing and answering questions 

after the showing. A reception 

will follow her presentation.  

Please consider join-

ing us for this inspir-

ing evening. 

 

Looking forward to 

seeing some of you 

soon! 

 

—Linda Coblitz, Area 3 
Director 

(Above:  Zonta Club of Hudson’s Ladies Night Out social, at Lager & 
Vine on July 18, 2019.) 

Little Stones Director, Sophia Kruz 

(Photo:  Cleveland Zontians attending 
the NAIDM at Dallas, TX in June.  L to 

R: Lt. Governor Sarojini Rao, Sunny 
Shellito and Susan Marshall.) 

(Photo:  Zonta Club of Cleveland assembling 
the first batch of bags for the club’s Commu-

nity Partner, Renee Jones Empowerment 
Center, for the street outreach. 
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Greetings, Zontians. 

 

The following is an update on 

Area 4 clubs.  I’d like to high-

light, the Columbus Club is 

thrilled to have won a Centen-

nial Grant from Zonta Interna-

tional!   Many in District 5 

know of Theresa Flores and 

her S.O.A.P. Project (Save Our 

Adolescents from Prostitu-

tion).  She also has a Survi-

vor's Retreat to continue the 

cycle of healing and promote 

self-worth to these abused 

young women.  The Survivor's 

Retreat won $5,000, plus 

many Zontians will be help-

ing during that weekend.  
 

Columbus:  

Members enjoyed the Annual 

Fellowship Picnic on August 

27, which is a great start to 

the year. (See photos, right.) 

 

Save the date!  Mark your 

calendar for the Murder Mys-

tery Dinner Theatre on April 

18, 2020.  Also watch for 

information on Mosel and 

Eastern Europe Cruises that 

are being planned for 2020. 

 

The Membership/

Fellowship Committee 

hosted a fun Winetast-

ing Event in July at 

Cooper’s Hawk.  (See 

photo, bottom right.) 

 

“The Slave Across the 

Street” 10th Anniversary 

Edition was celebrated 

at a book signing event 

hosted by author There-

sa Flores, human traf-

ficking survivor, on August 15. 

Several members attended.  

“Theresa turned her hell into 

help for other victims,” was one 

praise quoted from the book. 

 
Columbus was one of 62 out of 

289 applications that was 

awarded a $5,000 Centennial 

Grant by ZI.  They will be work-

ing with their partnering organ-

ization S.O.A.P. and Theresa 

Flores’ team on “Journey of 

Grace”- Survivor Retreat. 

 

Congratulations to the Centennial 

Grant Committee co-chairs, Rae 

Arnold and Virginia Okeeffe, and 

committee members Kimm Hrdlicka

-Tigges, Lori Yosick, Anastasia As-

are, Lizzie Bronte, and Jan Wilhelm.  

(See photo, bottom left.) 

Mid-Ohio Valley: 

The Fall Unique Boutique is coming 

up on November 1st and 2nd. Be-

fore that is the 1st Annual Delicates 

for Dignity event. Local businesses 

are decorating bras and these bras 

will be voted for by the amount of 

money they raise. 

 

The winner will be announced at the 

Delicates for Dignity luncheon, 

where we will also have a selfie 

booth, a "drop your panties" bin for 

donations of feminine 

undergarments and 

hygiene products, a 

raffle, and bra pong. 

Donations will be dis-

tributed to local food 

pantries, homeless 

shelters, middle and 

high schools. 

Zonta also donated 32 Ipsy 

bags filled with feminine 

supplies to Elizabethtown’s 

local Middle School so girls 

can get feminine products 

without the embarrassment 

of carrying them around. 

While the club is small, we 

have quite a wonderful 

group of volunteers. Zonta 

was not in the local Labor 

Day parade, but many of our 

members were walking the 

two-mile long parade route 

for childhood cancer aware-

ness, school levy, and politi-

cal pro-

spects. It 

was won-

derful to 

see!  

 
Newark:  

No update 

for this 

newsletter 

issue. 
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(Photos:  Columbus Zontians at 
their annual Fellowship Picnic on 

August 27, 2019.)  
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Springfield: 

The Springfield Zonta Club 

is working on planning for 

the second year of the 

2018-2020 Biennium.  The 

Women of Distinction event 

will be held on November 

14.  Mark your calendars!  

 

       — Kimm Hrdlicka-Tigges 
Area 4 Director 



www.zontadistrict05.org 
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We are pleased to invite 

you to the 2019 District 5 

Governor’s 49th Annual 

Fall Conference in Defi-

ance, Ohio. Please join us 

on October 18th through 

the 20th at the Fraternal 

Order of the Eagles Aerie 

372 Hall, at 711 West 2nd 

Street in Defiance, Ohio.  

Your Governor, the Zonta 

Club of Defiance, and Dis-

trict 5 Board have been 

working together to pro-

vide an informative and 

uplifting weekend, ready to 

celebrate the centennial 

anniversary. The Confer-

 

ence will provide time for 

learning, sharing and enjoy-

ing fellowship with fellow 

Zontians. 

 

The weekend will include 

the Presidents’ Forum on 

Friday at 3:00 PM. All Club 

Presidents, Vice Presidents 

and President-Elects are 

invited to attend. Delegates 

training will immediately 

follow. We will begin the 

Conference on Friday even-

ing at 6:00 PM with our wel-

come reception and dinner, 

a short business meeting 

and one of our speakers, 

Monica Kelsey, Founder 

and Owner of Safe Haven 

Baby Box.  

 

Saturday’s agenda will 

include delegate voting, 

the Presidents’/Member 

Breakfast, business meet-

ings, workshops, group 

photos and our keynote 

speaker, former U.S. Army 

Black Hawk pilot Elizabeth 

McCormack presenting, 

“You. In the PILOT’s Seat.” 

The festivities end with a 

birthday bash and the al-

ways popular silent auc-

tion and karaoke.  

Sunday morning begins with 

our Memorial Service re-

membering the Zontians who 

have departed this past year, 

additional Committee re-

ports, Governor Margot’s 

report and invitations to the 

2020 Zonta International 

Convention and District 5 

Governor’s Fall Meeting.  

Plan to join us in Defiance 

for a fun and memorable 

weekend! 

 

The Call to Conference can 

be found at http://

www.zontadistrict05.org/

news/  

C A L L  T O  2019  D I S T R I C T  C O N F E R E N C E ,  49 T H  A N N UA L  

Toledo – 98 years 

Cleveland – 98 years 

Columbus – 90 years 

Findlay – 60 years 

Mid-Ohio Valley – 60 years 

Bowling Green – 20 years  

Sept. 19 Buy an ad for the conference program; send to Lacey Spangler.  Names 

and pictures for Memorial Service submitted to Caroline Menezes. 

Sept. 30 Early bird registration for D5 Conference ends 

Oct. 1 Zonta hotel rate (code ZSW) at the Hampton Inn ends, for $135 / night 

Oct. 18-20 District 5 Conference in Defiance, Ohio at Fraternal Order of Eagles 

Nov. 8 Zonta International Centennial Anniversary.  Founders Day 

Nov. 15 Applications for AE Fellowships due to Zonta International 

Nov. 25— 

Dec. 10 

Zonta Says NO to Violence Against Women and 16 Days of Activism  

Nov. 30 Articles for next District Newsletter issue due to Sunny Shellito 

C L U B  2 0 1 9  
A N N I V E R S A R I E S  

http://www.zontadistrict05.org/news/
http://www.zontadistrict05.org/news/
http://www.zontadistrict05.org/news/
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On July 16th, T Montgomery and Pat 

Kenkel delivered 100 personal care 

boxes that the Girl Scouts assembled 

to two Centers for Women recovering 

from drug and alcohol additions.  (See 

photo, below.) 

Zonta Club of Louisville held its first 

Summer Retreat on Thursday, July 

25th at the headquarters of the Girl 

Scouts of Kentuckiana.  The highlights 

of our retreat included: FUN! FELLOW-

SHIP!  MUSICAL TALENT DISPLAYED BY 

MEMBERS!  YUMMY FOOD! IDEAS FOR 

SERVICE PROJECTS! FUND RAISERS!  

SILENT AUCTION! ALL OF THIS FOR A 

FAST-MOVING EVENING.  The auction 

raised $460.  (See photo, center.) 

 

Area 2 Director Pat Kenkel, District 5 

was honored at the July 25th Retreat 

with a Proclamation from the Louisville 

Mayor, recognizing nearly 20 years of 

service with Dare to Care Food Bank.  

(See photo, above right.) 

    

Members Louise Bornwasser, Angela 

Brokmann, Tina Ward-Pugh, Laura 

Ryan, and Joyce Seymour were among 

the 300 people who attended the 

Women’s Equality Day event on August 

24, at the Frazier Museum. This event 

celebrated the 99th anniversary of the 

19th Amendment to the US Constitu-

tion. 

 

Zonta Club of Louisville was a sponsor 

for the event, and Angela promoted 

Zonta’s mission at our booth. Tina 

Ward-Pugh and Laura Ryan sold buttons at 

the Office for Women booth.  

 

The theme of the program was 

VOTE=POWER. The moderators were Ra-

chel Platt and Tina Ward-Pugh. The Pro-

gram’s Keynote Speaker was Coline Jen-

kins, the great-great-granddaughter of 

Suffragist Elizabeth Cady Stanton. The 

participants with flashlights celebrated 

famous women on “whose shoulders we 

stand”.  

 

Paducah: 

No update at this time.  Have a great fall 

and see you in October at the D5 Confer-

ence! 

— Pat Kenkel, A2D 

Spotlight on Area 2, Continued from Page 3 

 

 

ZC Louisville’s July 25, 2019 Summer Retreat 

(Photo, left:  ZC of Elizabethtown, Officers 2019-
2020.  Left to right:  Secretary Lois Pierce, Treas-

urer Laura Nall, President Gail Crain, 1st Vice 
President Lee Ann Caudill. (Not pictured - 2nd 

Vice President Loretta Cardin.)) 

(The Frazier Museum, Louisville, 
on August 24.) 

(Above:  Pat Kenkel, Area 2 Director, with 
Proclamation at Zonta Club of Louisville’s 

Summer Retreat on July 25.) 
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WOW – We have been pre-

paring for this special date 

in November of Zonta’s 

founding and it’s only a 

few months away. First, we 

will celebrate at our Dis-

trict Conference in Octo-

ber.  Rumor has it that our 

host club Defiance is plan-

ning a very special celebra-

tion for the Centennial. We 

all like to celebrate and 

this is a perfect reason – 

honoring women who have 

volunteered to empower 

other women and children.  

So, plan to attend and sup-

port the Defiance Club and 

District Board. 

 

At the Conference, we will 

announce the Zonta Inter-

national Centennial Anni-

versary Grants received in 

our District.  Governor Mar-

got was very pleased in the 

number of recipients. 

The Centennial Anniversary 

Committee will also present 

the District Centennial Awards.   

This award recognizes an ex-

emplary individual or organiza-

tion within the district that has 

demonstrated outstanding 

commitment to the empower-

ment of women.  Because we 

had outstanding applicants the 

District Board graciously 

agreed to allow us to award 

three individuals.  Presenta-

tions will be at the Saturday 

luncheon.  

 

Centennial Anniversary Lug-

gage Tags 

The Centennial Anniversary 

Committee will sell luggage 

tags with the 100th Anniver-

sary logo (see photo) at the 

Conference for $5.00 each.  

Only 25 available, so get yours 

early. 
—Article by Joyce Combs 

D5 Chair 

 

Photo:  Centennial Anniversary 
luggage tags 

The District 5 Conference 

scheduled for October 18—

20 in Defiance includes vot-

ing for officers and board 

members for the 2020-2022 

Biennium. 

 
The following are the District 

5 Nominations for Officers, 

Board and Nominating Com-

mittee for 2020-2022 Bienni-

um:  

 
Governor: Sarojini Rao –

Zonta Club of Cleveland 

 
Lt. Governor: Eileen Bor-

chardt – Zonta Club of 

Sandusky  

 
Treasurer: Sonia ’Sunny’ 

Shellito – Zonta Club of 

Cleveland 

Area 1 Director: Caroline Menezes – 

Zonta Club of Toledo I 

 

Area 2 Director: 

 Connie S. KIngsbury – Zonta 

Club of Cincinnati 

 Selena Sanchez – Zonta Club of 

Louisville  

 
Area 3 Director: Jenny Markovich – 

Zonta Club of Hudson 

  
Area 4 Director: Judy DeBeVoise – 

Zonta Club of Newark 

 

Nominating Committee:  

 Margot Hoffman – Zonta Club of 

Columbus 

 Lois Pierce – Zonta Club of Eliza-

bethtown 

 Maile Doyle – Zonta Club of 

Findlay  

 

The short biographies of each 

candidate (included in the Con-

ference packet) are to inform 

you as to their personal history, 

professional careers and Zonta 

experience. 

 
Respectfully Submitted by the 

D5 Nominating Committee, 

 

Joyce Combs, Chair, Zonta Club 

of Louisville 

 

Glenda Carota, Zonta Club of 

Cincinnati  

 

Anne Marie Smith, Zonta Club of 

Hudson  

 
The Conference packet can be 

found at: 

http://www.zontadistrict05.org/

news/http://www.zontadistrict0

5.org/events/ 

S L AT E  F O R  2020—2022  B I E N N I U M  

http://www.zontadistrict05.org/news/
http://www.zontadistrict05.org/news/
http://www.zontadistrict05.org/events/
http://www.zontadistrict05.org/events/
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Another summer is almost 

behind us and we are into 

our second year of this bien-

nium.  I hope you all have 

had a good summer.  

Mine was wonderful, with 

the highlight being a trip 

to Alaska with my hus-

band as we celebrated 

our 50th wedding anniver-

sary.  

 

In the newsletter last 

spring, I reported that we 

had made modest gains 

towards the goal of a net 

15% membership growth 

during this biennium.  

Unfortunately, after the 

final numbers were tal-

lied, we lost more mem-

bers than we gained, for a 

net loss of (6.6%).  So, we 

have our work cut out for 

this year ahead.  The Dis-

trict 5 Membership Com-

mittee will reevaluate and 

adjust the goal to be more 

achievable. 

 

Finally, the ongoing mem-

bership challenge for re-

cruiting new members 

ended on May 31st and we 

have a winner.  The win-

ning club will be recog-

nized at the District 5 Con-

ference in October, and 

Governor Margot and I will 

contribute $5 per person in 

the winning club to the Zon-

ta International Foundation 

(ZIF), so that club will have 

100% participation in ZIF 

contributions.  Additionally, 

we will recognize the mem-

ber who sponsored the 

most number of new mem-

bers. 

 

I look forward to seeing you 

all at the District 5 Confer-

ence in Defiance in Octo-

ber.  
Thank you,  

  — Sarojini Rao 
ZI District 5 Lt. Governor 

& Membership Chair 
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E L E A N O R  J A M M A L ,  P IP  
The sad news for Area 3, and many Zontians 

worldwide was the death of Eleanor Jammal.   

Eleanor was the Past International President 

of Zonta International (1974-1976) and then 

the Zonta International Foundation (1993 – 

1995).  One of Eleanor’s proudest moments 

in Zonta was during the United Nations Inter-

national Women’s’ Year in 1975, when she 

participated in the first ever United Nations 

sponsored World Conference on Women.  

Eleanor traveled extensively, visiting and 

chartering Zonta Clubs in Africa, Asia, Eu-

rope, and North and South America, and 

chaired the first Zonta International Confer-

ence outside of North America, in Wiesba-

den, Germany in 1976. Through her service 

Ms. Jammal had a lasting and positive im-

pact fighting for equality and inspiring wom-

en and girls locally and globally.  Eleanor 

continued her passion to serve through Zon-

ta, Ashtabula Community Organizations and 

her family.   

This past May (see photo, right) Zonta Cen-

tennial Committee Representatives, Past 

Governor Rae Arnold and Governor Margot 

Hoffman, met with Eleanor to present her 

with a pin in thanks for her great donation to 

the Centennial Endowment Campaign.  

Joined by her family and Ashtabula Zonta 

Friends a wonderful afternoon of reminiscing 

of Zonta, past and present.  “After a toast to 

Eleanor, we talked about Zonta, how we got 

into Zonta, our clubs, and leadership and 

lots of Zonta memories,” said Rae. “PIP Elea-

nor was amazing. Had a great sense of hu-

mor and added nuggets of wisdom to the 

conversation. We stand on the shoulders of 

Zontians like PIP Eleanor.” 

Her commitment, compassion and humble 

approach will not soon be forgotten.  At the 

end of the afternoon Eleanor toasted with 

champagne, “Here is to Zonta and Zontians 

worldwide”. 

The following is one of two motions to be dis-

cussed and voted on, at the first business 

meeting of the District 5 Conference, in Octo-

ber: 

Motion to Make Contribution to Centennial 

Anniversary Endowment Fund A motion is 

made by the District 5 Board to make a contri-

bution from the district to the Zonta Interna-

tional Centennial Anniversary Endowment 

Fund in memory of Past International Presi-

dent Eleanor Jammal. The contribution will be 

made on the date of Zonta’s Centennial Anni-

versary (November 8, 2019) for $2,500 and 

from excess funds in the District 5 

treasury. The District 5 Treasurer will 

be responsible for making the contri-

bution to the endowment fund on be-

half of the district. 

Proposed by: District 5 Board 

 

Rationale: Eleanor Jammal was a 

member of the Zonta Club of Ashtabu-

la Area for over 65 years and was Zon-

ta International President from 1974 – 

1976. She was an inspiration to wom-

en around the world and has left a 

legacy in Zonta and District 5. Eleanor 

passed away on July 28th at the age of 

93. As a result of good fiscal responsi-

bility and strong performance of in-

vestment funds, the district has ex-

cess funds and can comfortably make 

the proposed contribution to celebrate 

the life of an amazing woman and 

Zonta’s Centennial Anniversary.  

 

Recommended for adoption by: Dis-

trict 5 Board  

Sarojini Rao 
Lt. Governor, D5 
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Senior Nutrition Program, overseeing 

a meal program which at one time 

served over 3,000 home-cooked 

meals daily, to the older adults in 

Lucas County.  She has continued to 

follow her passion of serving the Old-

er Adult population as an employee of 

the Area Office on Aging of NW Ohio 

for the past 9 years, serving as Vice 

President of Special Populations & 

Special Projects, under the leader-

ship of Mrs. Billie Johnson.  Lisa is 

the mother of three adult children 

and has one granddaughter, whom 

she adores.  

She is a wom-

an of faith, is 

soft-spoken 

and has the 

ability to lead 

as well as fol-

low.  In her 

spare time, 

she partici-

pates in im-

pact circuit 

training, yoga, 

weekly bible 

study and 

comedy mov-

ies, as well as the company of friends 

and family.  Lisa’s saying has always 

been “Peace for Your Journey”.  Life 

is a journey, and it’s so fulfilling when 

you can help someone have peace as 

they travel their journey.  She is very 

appreciative to have met such an 

awesome group of women as her 

Zonta sisters.  Lisa, we’re very appre-

Dear District 5 Zontians: 

  

As of July, District 5 has do-

nated a total of $58,085.40 

to ZIF.  We are at 57% of our 

goal for the biennium!  

Thank you for your continued 

generosity. 

  

To date, we have had 15 of 

our 17 clubs donate, at an 

average of $1,560 per club 

and 32.7% of District Mem-

bers donated at an average of 

$147 per member. 

  

Club Presidents, as you pre-

pare for the District 5 Fall 

Conference, please encourage 

your members to support the 

Foundation by bringing (or 

sending if unable to attend) a 

donation to the Fall Confer-

ence.  As a reminder, to reach 

our biennium goal we are tar-

geting an average contribution 

of $60 per member ($5 per 

 

One of Zonta Club of Findlay’s 
scholarship recipients, Claire Bishop, 

with Barb Wilson, Co-Chair. 

 

(Zonta Club of Toledo I’s 
President, Lisa Thompson.) 

Ellen Spaeth 
Foundation Ambassador 

Zonta Club of Findlay’s Barb Wilson with one 
of the club’s scholarship recipients, Essence 

Coleman. 

(Photos:  Zonta Club of Findlay’s two service organi-
zations benefitting from profits of the annual style 
show.  Left photo, (l-r): Ali Weising-Pike, Service 
Chair, presenting a $6,000 check to S.A.N.E.  Marty 
Rothey, BVHS Foundation, accepting for S.A.N.E.  
Above photo, (l-r): Ali presenting $4,000 to Hope 
House.  Accepting the donation are Sue Lehman, 
CEO, and Laurie Poland, Development Director.) 

month) and $1,500 per 

club per year.  Let’s keep 

the momentum going!  To-

gether we can reach our 

goal of $102,000.  See you 

in October!!! 

  

Please visit Zonta Interna-

tional to see how your do-

nations are benefiting wom-

en around the world - 

https://

foundation.zonta.org/   

      Ellen Spaeth          

F O U N DAT I O N  U P DAT E  

ciative to have you and we welcome 

you as the new Toledo President! 

 
         — Sue Dybowski 

https://foundation.zonta.org/
https://foundation.zonta.org/

