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F R O M T H E G OV E R N O R ’ S D E S K
Dear Zontians,
It was so nice to see so many
of you at our District 5 Conference on October 19th – 21st. I
appreciate everyone who was
able to make the trip to Kent,
Ohio. A special thank you to
the Hudson Club and conference co-chairs Anne Marie
Smith and Lynn McMasters
for hosting the conference
and making it a success. It
was a great weekend with lots
of learning, sharing, networking and renewed friendships.
I am overwhelmed with the
generosity of District 5 Zontians. As Past Governor and
District 5 ZIF Ambassador
Ellen Spaeth shared, District 5
has already contributed
$36,519 to the Zonta International Foundation this biennium, which includes $11,000
to the Centennial Anniversary
Endowment Fund! Thank you
so much for your generosity to
help women throughout the
world.

We had a lot of fun “traveling
around the world” and learning about the other Zonta districts. Updates on the Zonta
Centennial and United Nations
help us realize how much of
an impact Zonta has had globally for almost 100 years. It
was great to see the joy we
are bringing to women and
girls in Liberia with our Days
for Girls project, and to assemble 100 more kits to send
there.
I have seen a lot of activity
throughout the district for the
16 Days of Activism. Clubs
have participated in parades,
colored themselves and their
cities in orange, had guest
speakers and used social media to advocate to stop violence against women and put
an end to child marriage.
Thank you for creating this
awareness and advocating in
your communities and beyond.
It is exciting to be a Zontian
during this Centennial Biennium and it is a great time to

Margot Hoffman
District 5 Governor
introduce potential new members to Zonta. As Lt. Governor
Roji Rao has shared, we have
a goal to increase our membership by 15% during this
biennium. She kicked off a
membership challenge (see
page 8) at the conference,
which I know will create
friendly competition among
our clubs.
Thanks for all you do for Zonta. Have a wonderful holiday
season and Happy New Year.
— Gov. Margot Hoffman

2 0 1 8 J A N E M . K L AU S M AN W O M E N IN
B U S I N E S S S C H O L A R S H I P A WA R D
District 5 is pleased to announce that this year’s JMK
scholarship was awarded to
Julie Ann Didinger from Zonta
Club of Columbus.
Julie is currently completing
her Bachelor’s degree in Accounting, Business and Finance at Otterbein University.
Even in high school, Julie was
involved in several community organizations including
American Red Cross, Business Professionals of Ameri-

ca, and Youth Philanthropy
Initiative, while also being
President of the National
Honor Society, Class President and President of the
Student Council.
She has won several awards
and scholarships, including
the Van Sant Leadership
Fellow. Julie believes that
“directly making a difference
in the life of another person”
is an important aspect of life.
— Caroline Menezes

Julie Didinger
D5 JMK Award Recipient
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A R E A 1 —S U E DY BOW SK I
Greetings, Zontians:

Findlay

Below are updates from
Area 1 Clubs.

The Liberty Benton Z
Club was off to a
great start this year
as they completely
filled a van with wish
list items for Open
Arms’ Week 1 of their
action campaign.
The Z Club collected
food, basic paper
products and personal care items. This year’s Z Club
has over 60 students and is
under the leadership of Findlay
Zontians Barb Wilson, Kristi
Bryant and Jane Heringhaus.

Bowling Green
In September, Bowling
Green reorganized after a
summer break. The club is
strong with 25 members,
and are looking for five new
members in 2018—2019.
Looking way ahead, their
annual Solstice fundraiser,
which is entitled, Uncork the
Spirit of Giving Soiree, will be
held May 22, 2019 at the
WW Knight Preserve in Perrysburg, Ohio.
Defiance
Defiance Club held their 11th
Annual Luncheon for Women’s Health on October 4th.
This Luncheon hosts 200
plus guests, with a local
speaker empowering women
to balance their lives and be
aware of their life stages.
They typically raise $5K to
$8K on this event.

Findlay Club had six members in
attendance for the District 5 Fall
Conference. (See photo on page
5.) They would like to thank the
Hudson Club for their hospitality.
It was wonderful!
Club members passed out
1,000 pieces of candy during
the Halloween parade in Findlay,
on October 22.
A team of club members raised
over $1,250 for the Alzheimer

(Photo: Zonta Club of Findlay’s Liberty Benton Z Club.)

They will also be holding a
Boutique Bingo Night in the
spring. A date has not been
set as of yet. They plan to
incorporate Zonta’s Centennial Anniversary into the
theme. This event usually
sells out with around 225
attendees.

Walk. The team consisted of
Kathy Natal, Barb Wilson, Jane
Heringhaus, Lyn Benevidas,
Melissa & Steve Smith. (See
photo on this page.)
On September 18, Zonta Club of
Findlay held a program meeting
where Kris Napier from SANE
(Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner)

(Photo: Liberty Benton Z Club.)

of ProMedica Regional Metro
Forensic Program presented. In
2017 they saw 327 patients. So
far in 2018 they have seen 295.
The Findlay Club donated
$6,000 to the SANE Program,
with Blanchard Valley Hospital
matching Zonta’s donation, for a
total of $12,000!

support to the Human Trafficking Conference held in September at The University of Toledo,
and at the Northwest Ohio Silent Witness Unveiling Ceremony.
In September Club members
Caroline Menezes and Raina
Dawson presented a program
on their participation at the
Zonta International Convention
in Yokohama, Japan.

Findlay Club will once again hold
their Zonta Spring Style Show on
Thursday, April 11, 2019 at the
Marathon Center of
(Photo:
Performing Arts.
Please save the
date!

Zonta Club of Findlay’s Alzheimer Walk.)

Greater Sandusky
One of Sandusky’s
goals for their Club is
to engage and connect with their members. A fun activity
led by Olga Trumpower, their Club
Vice President, was
the “Spider Web” or
“String Game”. Each
club member tossed the ball of
yarn to each other as they told
something about themselves.
They created a unique web that
connected all the members together. This game was a wonderful way to get their members
feel more as a team and to help
them know each other better.

Work continues to move Toledo
forward as a City for CEDAW.
— Sue Dybowski

Their Zonta Yellow Rose Brunch
will be held on Saturday, April 6,
2019. More details to follow.
Toledo
Toledo is always busy in the fall,
providing funding and volunteer

Sue Dybowski
Area 1 Director
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SPOTLIGHT ON AREA 2
The following are news
from around Area 2:
Cincinnati:
Zonta Club of Cincinnati
(ZCC) participated in many
activities during the
months of October and
November. Bethany House
was October 10, Everyone’s Birthday Party. For
the Purple Light Walk on
October 5, Zonta Club of
Cincinnati was once again
a co-presenter of this annual event. President Verna Tuttle spoke about ZCC
and Zontian Terri PurteeStein coordinated the Resource Fair and represented the club on the planning committee. (See photo on this page.)
The 31st annual She
Screams Without Sound
Candlelight Vigil on October 23 was held at the
Hamilton County Court-

house in the atrium. Honorary Zonta member
Sheree Paolello was the
emcee for this very moving
event. Women Helping

The Service & Advocacy
activities for November included Cincinnati for
CEDAW update at the Women’s City Club on Nov. 14.

Patricia Kenkel
Area 2 Director

Zonta Club of Cincinnati at Purple Light Walk, October 5, 2018.
Pictured left to right: Laura Delaney, (Friend of Zonta) Karen Volk, President Verna
Tuttle, Donna Seitz, Terri Purtee-Stein, Candas Stacey, Ellen Spaeth.

Women President and CEO
Kristin Shrimplin, along
with family members,
spoke of two victims who
were killed in the past year
due to domestic violence.
(See photo on page 6.)

November 7 at Withrow
University High School Z
Club's Lunch N Learn consisted of professionals talking to students about various career-related topics.

SPOTLIGHT ON AREA 3
In October the Zonta
Club of Ashtabula Area
presented a check for
$1,000 to Homesafe,
the local domestic violence shelter. After a
member shared her
experience with domestic violence and how
she escaped, the members heard from a certified preplanning specialist and funeral director. The speaker talked
about how preplanning
protects each of our
wishes and how,
through preplanning
under Ohio Law, victims
of abuse can protect
their wishes, their property and their children’s
rights.

Ashtabula Area’s Christmas Tree

The Fundraising Committee
is working on various money
-making activities for the
upcoming April 13, 2019
Zonta Centennial Celebration. There will also be a
Kendra Scott Jewelry fundraiser, on February 6,
2019. All proceeds will
fund scholarships and other
club-approved service/
advocacy projects.
Two new members were
installed at the November
16 Founders Day meeting
(Continued on page 6)

Pecans have arrived
in Ashtabula, so members are selling these
favorites to continue
building funds for next
year’s service projects
and scholarships.
Ashtabula members
decorated a Christmas Tree in Cornelius
Park in November. At
the lighting ceremony,
member Barb Oxley
spoke about Zontian
Advocacy locally and
globally, along with
the news that the
“100” on the top of
the tree was the preparation of celebrations
for Zonta International’s 100th Birthday. (See photo,
left.)

Linda Coblitz
Area 3 Director

Zonta Club of Cleveland,
refreshed following the
District Conference (see
photo on page 7), has
been busy planning and
scheduling three service
projects for the first half
of 2019: 1. Zonta Bags
with a Purpose that will
be donated to the Renee
(Continued on page 7)
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SPOTLIGHT ON AREA 4

Kimm Hrdlicka-Tigges
Area 4 Director

a very generous community.
Then Friday evening and Saturday we sell the clothing. It is the
Club’s biggest fundraiser and is
very successful. This fall’s sale
raised over $3,000, which goes
to our local scholarships for
non-traditional women returning to college, as well as our
YWPA and Jane Klausman
scholarships. (See photos, bottom left.) The Marietta Times
article (free publicity) can be
viewed here.

Greetings, Zontians.

Columbus:

The following is an update
on Area 4 clubs.

There is a lot happening in the

Mid-Ohio Valley:
Zonta Club of the MidOhio Valley just completed its Semi Annual
Unique Boutique Sale.
The sale is held the first
weekend of November
and the first weekend of
April. From Monday to
Thursday before the sale,
the racks are set
up and the donated, gently
used clothing are
collected from
the community.
We sort, hang,
fold and often
squeeze the
clothes onto the
racks, thanks to

The Amethyst Committee
supported their “Portraits
of Recovery” fundraiser
by donating $1,000, a
Many of our members silent auction basket and
are learning new skills selling raffle tickets. Amand having fun workethyst made almost
ing alongside the own- $90,000 on the luncheon
er and other Habitat
to help support their womfor Humanity Woman
en in recovery programs.
Build volunteers. They
have found it to be
Springfield:
very rewarding.
The members of Zonta
Club of Springfield appreciate all who attended the
Annual Holiday Dinner
and Auction to honor
Wendy Dolittle, 2018
Woman of Distinction
Award recipient. The Auction was a great success!

Columbus Club! (See
photos on this page.)

— Kimm Hrdlicka-Tigges

Habitat for Humanity
Woman Build Volunteers

Newark:
Mid-Ohio’s Semi Annual
Unique Boutique Sale

No update at this time.
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PHOTOS FROM THE D5 CONFERENCE,
OCT. 19—21, 2018
www.zontadistrict05.org
Attendees from the Zonta Club of
Findlay at D5 Conference.

NEW MEMBERS
(May 2018—October 2018)
Astha Adhikari — Cincinnati
Mary Jane Watson — Cincinnati
Karen Gray — Columbus
Chelsea Ceneghin — Defiance
Tracy Warnecke — Findlay
Kellsey Horton — Gr. Sandusky
Jane Motley — Gr. Sandusky
Jennifer Washington — Gr.
Sandusky
Zenda Curtis — Newark
Connie Rutter — Newark
Deanna Walsh — Newark
Jean Wetzel — Newark

WELCOME,
ZONTIANS!
Area 3

D5 Board

Area 2
Area 1

Area 4

Area 4 Director and Club Representatives having
fun at Saturday Night’s Banquet at the District 5
Conference, October 20, 2018.
(Continued on page 9)
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Spotlight on Area 2, Continued from Page 3
by District 5 Governor Margot Hoffman.
Six Zonta Club of Cincinnati members attended the District 5 Conference.
Elizabethtown:
Zonta Club of Elizabethtown
participated in the Feeding America
Backpack program.
(See photo on this page.)
The Club planned its Annual Zonta
Christmas Tea Event for December
2, 2018, which is during the 16
Days of Activism (Nov. 25 - Dec.
10). This is the yearly fundraiser
which helps support the Traditional
and Non-Traditional Scholarships
that are awarded each year. During
this event the Club also planned to
acknowledge the Zonta Centennial
Anniversary and share info about
Zonta’s 100 years.
The Christmas Tea Event was
scheduled for December 2, 2018,
from 2:00 - 4:00 at the Brown Pusey
House. The address is 128 N. Main
Street, Elizabethtown, KY 42701.
Louisville:
The December 6th meeting will be
jammed, filled with activities. The
Club will be distributing its 2018
Grant Recipient checks totaling

$6,400 to four worthy
organizations that share
Zonta’s mission. The Club is
also conducting its annual
service project and rejoicing
in a fellowship celebration.
December 6th will show the
guests what Zonta is really
about, an organization of
like-minded women working
together to advance other
women.
Soma at Oxmoor Mall has
partnered with the Club to
collect gently used bras that
will be provided to Kristy's
House of Love, in support of
women who are recovering
from being trafficked.

(Candlelight Vigil on 10-23-18 : Glenda Carota, Verna Tuttle, Connie Roesch,
Cindy Feucht, Candas Stacey, Cindy Feuche, and Terri Purtee-Stein.
See story on page 3.)

(Photo: Selena
Sanchez and
daughter, Eva
after voting on
November 6.)

The Nov. 6 Election Day saw Selena
Sanchez with her daughter Eva after
voting and wearing our Zonta Shirt. (See
photo, above.)
Club Advocacy Chair Angela Brokmann
provided an outline of this year’s events
for the 16 Days of Activism (Nov. 25 Dec. 10). To briefly summarize the Sister Organization Outreach:

(Photo: Zonta Club of Elizabethtown participated in the
Feeding America Backpack program. Pictured Left to
Right: Lee Ann Caudill, Laura Nall, Melody Goodin, Gail
Crain, Karen Quinlan, Linda Funk, Lois Pierce .)

Office for Women:
Our focus is connecting/promoting our
sister organizations in the efforts of
CEDAW and drive them to the Office for
Women's website. We built a shared
web listing, hosted on Metro's Office for
Women's website. Now we need to let
these organizations know it’s there and

how to advertise their
events. We will be contacting
the organizations listed to
inform them of how to locate
the listing and how to post
their events on the city's calendar. From the list, each member will be given several
names to contact. We want
the organizations to know
about the Office for Women's
site, that they are listed as an
organization serving Women
and Girls and, how to post
events to the city's calendar.
After each member has contacted an organization, post
something about it. Also
share the posted info to
Louise Bornwasser, for sharing
on the Club's website/social
media.
How to locate the website: Go
Metro Office for Women, then
search Organizations serving
Women & Girls. This will allow
people to see the organization
and the link to their website.
How to post an event:
From the Metro Office for
Women page, use the search
bar for: Office for Women
Event Submission Form. Select the icon, complete the
application.
Paducah:
No update for this newsletter.

D i s tr i c t N e w s l e tte r
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Jones Empowerment Center, an advocacy organization that works to eradicate human trafficking in
NE Ohio, 2. An afternoon
at MedWish to prepare
medical supplies to be
sent out as humanitarian
aid, and 3. A Days for
Girls hands-on service

Zonta Club of ABC had their
fall membership meeting in
November, with a speaker
from “The Learning Zone”,
the Salvation Army’s After
School Program. Program
Director Sarah Bailey
shared that even when in a
career she loved, she decided that she needed to

formances, visual arts, STEM
classes, hydroponic farming,
etc.

– all well designed, timed
and organized! Even the
technology worked!

President Brandy Kohut
shared information about the
16 Days of Activism and
members discussed ways to
support these ideals. They
also discussed and did some
planning for their spring fundraiser scheduled for April 27th
at the Hower House.

In support of the 16 Days
of Activism, the Club of
Hudson hosted an evening
with Jennifer O’Connell,
Director for Sexual and
Relationship Violence Support Services at Kent
State University, entitled
“Zonta Says NO: A conver-

(Sarah Bailey, Salvation Army The Learning Zone, with Zonta Club of ABC .)

work session, assembling
sustainable feminine hygiene kits to be distributed to women and girls.
Cleveland Club members
are also planning a March
program to bring previous
scholarship recipients to
speak of their journey
since receiving their scholarship from the Club.
At their last program
meeting they heard from
Margaret Mitchell, President and CEO of Greater
Cleveland YWCA and Teresa Sanders, Chief Program Officer of Norma
Herr Women’s Center.
They were speaking on
the topic of “Homeless in
Cleveland: The YWCA Approach.”

make more of a difference
in her community. She
supports and engages children from several schools
at the Learning Zone and
provides opportunities that
they would not normally
have, i.e. musical instrument lessons, theatre per-

Zonta Club of Hudson’s Lynn McMasters, President;
Speaker Jennifer O’Connell, Marla Piccolomini, Advocacy
Chair; and member Mary Ann Devine, Event Committee.

Zonta Club of
Hudson members spent many hours planning and hosting the District
5 Conference in Kent, Ohio.
The Conference was interesting, engaging, had delicious
food and options for free time

(Zonta Club of Cleveland ‘s members at the D5 Conference:
Germaine Gibian, Sarojini Rao, Sunny Shellito, Susan Marshall
and Melinda Smith.)

sation about College Campus Sexual Assault and
Violence”. This was open
to the community, including parents and students
who wanted to learn how
to prepare with knowledge
and tools as they entered
the college world. (See
photo, above.)
In February the Club is
supporting the Angel Tree
Ceremony for the Victim
Assistance Program in
Akron. This is a time when
homicide victims’ families
come together to support
each other and have an
opportunity to remember
their loved one, by adding
an angel on the tree.

— Linda Coblitz
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Sarojini Rao
Lt. Governor, D5

At the conference, I also
introduced the idea of a
membership challenge that
is similar to what Governor
Margot had with past governor, Joyce. It is a friendly
competition between District 5 clubs to recruit new
members. It started on
November 1st, 2018 and
will continue until May 31st,
2019. The club with the
highest net increase in
membership on its roster on
May 31, 2019 as compared
to May 31, 2018 will be
recognized at the 2019
District 5 Conference in
October. Additionally, Governor Margot and I will contribute $5 per person in the
winning club to the Zonta
International Foundation
(ZIF), so that the club will

The District 5 Membership
Committee also developed
its own membership goals
for this biennium. Our goal
is to increase membership
by a net gain of 15%. You
might ask – is this achievable? We think it is and that
it can be done by continuing to do what we have
done in the past such as
holding membership drives;
promoting Zonta whenever
and wherever we can; making good use social media
to attract prospective members and of course using

To reach our biennium goal
we are targeting an average
contribution of $60 per member ($5 per month) and
$1,500 per club per year.
Ways to give include:
 Amazon Smile - https://
smile.amazon.com
 Honor a loved one with a

Foundation Update — Ellen Spaeth

Annual Goal

51.9

Club
3
3
2
3

$25.0

51

CLUB

Biennium Goal

Individual Total
12
$ 1,867
14
$ 1,600
23
$ 2,630
13
$ 3,060

$22.3

I am still amazed and proud of
the generosity of our district
Zontians at our fall conference.

Actual
Area
Area 1
Area 2
Area 3
Area 4

I ND I V I D U AL

Total Club
$ 3,000
$ 4,784
$ 4,125
$ 4,153

Grand Total
$
4,867
$
6,384
$
6,755
$
7,213

Finally, I am repeating an
appeal I made in my last
report – please help District
5 get our e-club chartered.
We have until September
2019 to have it completed.
If you know of someone who
believes in the mission of
Zonta and would like to join a
club but is not able to,
please me send her contact
information. I shall add her
to my list and invite her to
our next meeting.
Thank you,
— Sarojini Rao
ZI District 5 Lt. Governor
gift to ZIF this Christmas!

 Monthly Gift Giving
 Save your Loose change!
 Downsize that Starbucks and
put aside the difference.

 Consider having your club

donate 20-30% of their fund
raising to ZIF!

I look forward to seeing all of
you next spring at the Area
Meetings. Until then, Happy
Holidays!

DISTRICT 5 FOUNDATION GOAL –
2018-2020 ($K)

$25.5

I want to thank each and every
one of you for your generosity
and support of the Zonta International Foundation (ZIF).
Whether you have supported
your club fundraiser, made an
individual donation on your
own or donated at the District
5 conference, you are helping
to make a difference in women’s lives, both in your local
community and around the
world. (Visit the Global Impact
page at zonta.org to get the
latest news on how we’re
changing the lives of women
through ZIF.)

Together that weekend we
raised over $25,000 and with
the addition of contributions
already made, we are at a total
of $36,519 or 75% of our annual goal! Again, thank you!

$16.1

Dear District 5 Zontian:

have 100% participation in
ZIF contributions. We will
also recognize the Zontian
who brought in the most
number of new members at
the district conference. So,
go forth and shake all the
trees; pick the low-hanging
fruits and then use a fruit
picker to pick off those who
are on the top looking down.
May the best club and the
best Zontian win.

102.9

Those of you who were present at the conference saw my
presentation on membership

the Global Membership
Drive tools on Zonta International’s website. We can
also reach out to past scholarship recipients and members who left Zonta because of life circumstances.

$50.5

As the District 5 Membership
Chair, I shall begin my quarterly reports with the membership numbers. I am happy to
report that by the end of October, District 5 had gained four
new members, bringing our
total to 433 members.

at District 5. It outlined
both Zonta International
and District 5 membership
goals for the 2018-2020
biennium. One of Zonta
International’s goals is to
have more members at the
end of this biennium than
what we had at the end of
last biennium. One of the
ways we can do this is by
reaching out to our past Z,
Golden Z members and
education award winners.

$38.4

It was great seeing so many
Zontians at the District Conference last October. I had a lot
of fun meeting old friends and
making new ones.

T OT AL

Ellen Spaeth
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C E N T E N N I A L A N N I V E R S A RY U P D A T E
ance at the Fraternal Order
of Eagles in Defiance, Ohio.

Joyce Combs

Centennial Anniversary
Greetings, Zontians.

It was great seeing many of
you in Kent, Ohio, at the D5
Conference! Our fine host,
Zonta Club of Hudson,
chose the event to celebrate the Centennial Anniversary as a club. (See
photo.) Please save the
date to celebrate Zonta’s
100 Years at the 2019
District Conference. It is
scheduled for October 18—
20, 2019 and will be hosted by Zonta Club of Defi-

Additionally, as part of
the centennial celebration, Zonta will honor like-minded individuals and organizations
outside of Zonta who
have made significant
contributions to the
empowerment of women. Each country will
recognize one outstanding individual or organization that has

In my previous article, I summarized the one-time Centennial Anniversary Grants
program that ZI has
launched. To recap this opportunity, Centennial Anniversary Grants are available
to like-minded charity/not-for
-profit organizations that
partner with a
Zonta club to
Host Zonta Club of Hudson cutting the Centennial
directly improve
women’s and
girls’ lives in their
community.
Applications will
be accepted
from 15 September 2018 to 31
March 2019. No
grants will be
awarded before
31 March 2019.
To learn more or
to submit an
application,
click here.

Anniversary cake at 2018 District 5 Conference

demonstrated outstanding
commitment to empowering women through service
and/or advocacy, and each
district will recognize an
outstanding individual,
living or working within the
district. Clubs will receive a
nomination form in the
coming weeks to nominate
a person or organization for
the District 5 award. We
also encourage District 5
clubs to recognize an outstanding individual or organization in your community with a proven record of
empowering women.

— Joyce Combs, Chair

PHOTOS FROM DISTRICT 5 CONFERENCE, CONTINUED
Past & Present District 5 Governors Joyce Combs,
Ellen Spaeth, Margot Hoffman, Donna Seitz and Rae
Arnold

Zonta Says No at District 5 Conference

