
Dear District 5 Zontians: 

 

What a beautiful fall we are 

having in District 5.  There is a 

lot of activity and updates 

from ZI, but first, I‘d to thank 

everyone who attended the 

District Conference in Colum-

bus, Ohio, last month or made 

a contribution to our Founda-

tion Program.  A special thank 

you to the Zonta Club of Co-

lumbus for their hard work in 

making this a huge success. 

 

I have heard that many of you 

are very busy with fundraising 

activities, Zonta advocacy and 

service projects.  November is 

also a time we want to re-

member Zonta’s birthday on 

November 8th, with our Am-

bassador’s Foundation pro-

gram, ‘Every Member in No-

vember’.  This is a great op-

portunity to recognize some-

one special, who has been a 

great role model or contribu-

tor to Zonta’s initiatives.  A 

reminder we have a District 5 

goal of three clubs making a 

100% member contribution to 

our Foundation.  I hope you take 

this opportunity to get 100% 

member participation. 

 

Beginning November 25 through 

December 10, we are asking 

every club to participate in 

Zonta’s 16 Days of Activism. Be 

certain you send us your stories 

along with a photo, so we can 

publish your activity with ZI and 

the District 5 website.  We want 

to hear and share your stories. 

 

In regard to ‘Share Your Story’, 

I’d like to submit at least one 

service and/or advocacy project 

from each club in District 5, to 

ZI.  Let us promote your passion 

for Zonta’s mission. 

 

ZI Headquarters has been busy 

updating club, district and inter-

national manuals and are post-

ed on the International website, 

based on the recent 

changes from the 

Nice International 

Convention. 

 

We have two clubs celebrating 

a very special anniversary of 

95 years.  Please join me in 

wishing both clubs congratula-

tions on their many years of 

service to empowering women. 

Happy Birthday to Toledo I and 

Cleveland.  

 

As we come to the end of 

2016, I’d like to thank each 

member for their contributions 

in striving to empower women, 

through their dedication of 

service and advocacy.  I hope 

this holiday season is special 

to each of you, and a safe & 

joyous season with your family 

and friends. 

 

With Warm Regards, 

 

Governor Joyce Combs 
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The week that Amelia Earhart disappeared over the Pa-

cific in 1937, journalist Walter Lippmann wrote of her, 

“In such persons mankind overcomes the inertia which 

would keep it earthbound forever in its habitual ways.”  
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Calling the award “a big step for me 

and my career,” Ms. Li said she in-

tends to use the funding to “upgrade 

my simulation computers.” She de-

signs fuel injectors that help reduce 

jet engine emissions, and she tests 

her designs at the University of Cin-

cinnati’s Fire Test Center. 

 

Originally from northeastern China, 

Ms. Li came to the U.S. to pursue a 

doctorate in aerospace engineering. 

“I was looking for some environmen-

tal studies and experimental studies 

work,” she said during an interview 

at the convention. “And aerospace 

engineering is a very good program 

at the University of Cincinnati.”  
Gov. Joyce  with Ms. Li and 
AE Chair, Terry Lueck at D5 

Zonta International launched the Ame-

lia Earhart Fellowship the following 

year to support women pursuing aero-

space-related careers. This year, Dis-

trict 5 is home to one of those who, as 

Lippmann wrote, “give up ease and 

security and stake their own lives in 

order to do what they themselves think 

worth doing.” 

 

2016 Amelia Earhart Fellow Jianing Li 

told Zontians at the District 5 Confer-

ence, “I made a huge decision for my-

self to pursue my Ph.D.” Pursuing her 

doctorate meant not only living half a 

world away from her family but shifting 

from mathematic to experimental 

study.  

(Continued on Page 4) 



Raising Funds: Defiance held its 

annual Pink Tie Affair Women’s 

Health Luncheon Oct. 6th. (See 

photo.)  For the past 9 years, the 

funds raised afford screening 

mammograms for women. Since 

it began in 2008, nearly 

$100,000 has been raised for 

mammograms at Promedica 

Defiance Hospital and their 

ZONTA TNT (Tools Needed for 

Transformation) Bags for wom-

en facing breast cancer surgery.  

Defiance’s TNT bags are provid-

ed to patients at the local hospi-

tals, comforting women after 

surgery. Lisa Crites, herself a 

breast cancer survivor, invented 

The SHOWER SHIRT® and was 

the keynote speaker for the 

luncheon. She said, “It stands to 

reason, if a patient can shower, 

they will feel better physically, 

and thus, emotionally, (which is) 

a grave need after any surgery, 

but specifically, for those who 

have gone through a breast 

cancer diagnosis and mastecto-

my.” 

 

Several clubs are starting their 

holiday nut and/or candy sales: 

Findlay, Gr. Sandusky, & Bowl-

ing Green. Contact the clubs’ 

Facebook sites, posted on the 

D5 website, for more info. 

 

 All Area 1 clubs will be partici-

pating in the Zonta Says No: 16 

Days of Activism, starting Nov. 

25th. Findlay’s campaign fea-

tures a community awareness 

event at Winebrenner Theologi-

cal Seminary, a silent walk 

through downtown Findlay, local 

Service and Advocacy:  Area 1 

Clubs are busy both advocat-

ing for women as service vol-

unteers and through fund-

raising efforts held this Sept-

Dec. 2016. 

 

Toledo 1 both sponsored, and 

had members volunteer at, the 

Univ. of Toledo’s Human Traf-

ficking Conference. Twenty 

(20) women requested more 

info about Zonta. At their Si-

lent Witness Ceremony, Toledo 

sponsored silhouettes of two 

women murdered via domestic 

violence. Members urged local 

elected officials to attend. 

 

Both the Findlay and Greater 

Sandusky club members as-

sisted construction workers 

with the Habitat for Humanity 

efforts. Also, Findlay provided 

and served breakfast and 

lunch for the workers. Gr. 

Sandusky’s president, Sarah 

Carver, compared her 

‘helpfulness,’ to Lucille Ball, 

saying that she couldn’t pound 

a nail straight, nor move a 

board without hitting some-

one. (Smile) 

 

sm. business participation, dis-

plays, media coverage, & more.   

 

Noteworthy: Toledo 1 inducted 

two new members: Julie Lieben-

thal & Erin McPartland. Toledo 

celebrates their 95th anniver-

sary in November. At their Oct. 

meeting, Bowling Green hosted 

fellow member Michelle Martin. 

Michelle presented a session on 

Fraud, how it happens, how to 

prevent it, and how it impacts 

business and industry. Its Nov. 

meeting will include a presenta-

tion and discussion on ZI Ser-

vice Programs & Scholarships. 

In Dec., members will be learn-

ing more about and contributing 

to the Heifer Project. 

 

The Area 1 meeting, hosted by 

Findlay this year, Sat. March 

18th, features our keynote 

speaker at the recent Oct. D5 

Governor’s meeting, Dr. Novi, an 

obstetric fistula surgeon and 

missionary.  More info in the 

coming months. 
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Everyone should be receiving 

information on the Every 

Member Every November 

campaign from Zonta Inter-

national soon.  

The Every Member Every 

November campaign was 

created to emphasize the 

importance of Every Member 

making a contribution to the 

Foundation that supports our 

programs. 

Zonta is making a difference.   

Thanks to your contributions and 

support, the AIDS virus in Africa is 

pretty much nonexistent to-

day.  Thanks to your contribu-

tions, we are changing the lives 

of women by providing education 

and are changing the way they 

think about themselves and by 

the way others view them.  Wom-

en do matter and they are val-

ued.  Zonta is also changing laws 

for the betterment of women all  

Eileen Borchardt 
Area 1 Director 
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N E W  M E M B E R S  
(May 2016—October 2016) 

Becky Bernhard — ABC 

Sharon Morris — ABC 

Pamela Ahlman — Ashtabula 

Mary Bettcher — Ashtabula 

Julie Doppler — Cincinnati 

Susan Marshall — Cleveland 

Lisa Wilson — Columbus 

Renee Andelin — Defiance 

Lacey Spangler — Defiance 

Alyndria Stykemain — Defiance 

Suellen Weidenham — Defiance 

Bobbi Yeager — Defiance 

Robin Hildesheim—Elizabethtown 

Melissa Crow — Findlay 

Pamela Ferris — Findlay 

Carol Metzger — Findlay 

Carmela Osborne — Findlay 

Olga Trumpower — Gr. Sandusky 

Rita Aggarwal — Hudson 

Laura Baskin — Hudson 

Heather Goldberg — Hudson 

Jane Howington — Hudson 

Joanne Jackal — Hudson 

Lynn Jaskiel — Hudson 

Jennifer Keleman — Hudson 

Erin Nauert — Hudson 

Marla Piccolomini — Hudson 

Mary Kathleen Winborn — Hudson 

Jessica Bailey-Kaplan — Louisville 

Suzanne Muller — Newark 

Larralyn Webb — Newark 

Danielle Chesshir — Springfield 

JoAnne Crum — Springfield 

Bonnie Kinnunen — Springfield 

Julie Liebenthal—Toledo I 

Erin McPartland — Toledo I 

Kristi A. Bryant, District 5 
ZI Foundation Ambassador 
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CINCINNATI 

On Sept. 16, the Zonta Club of 

Cincinnati held their 6th Annu-

al Wine & Dine Scholarship 

Fundraiser where they raised 

approximately $26,000. The 

club recognized two Ann 

Rasche Scholarship recipi-

ents, a Zonta International 

Amelia Earhart Fellow, and a 

local Jane M. Klausman Wom-

an in Business recipient. Dr. 

Beatrice Lampkin, a re-

nowned Cincinnati pediatric 

hematologist/oncologist, was 

honored with the inaugural 

Zonta Club of Cincinnati Mari-

an de Forest Award. There 

were live, silent, and Fund-A-

Scholarship auctions, a wine 

and alcohol game, a gift card 

tree, and a raffle. Proceeds 

will be for 2017 scholarships, 

contribution to their Ann 

Rasche Endowment Fund at 

Cincinnati State Technical 

and Community College, ser-

vice projects, and to the Zonta 

International Foundation. 

 

The Zonta Club of Cincinnati 

co-sponsored the 4th Annual 

Purple Light Walk (PLW) on 

Sept. 30 in collaboration with 

Women Helping Women, the 

YWCA, Cincinnati Police De-

partment, Women’s Crisis 

Center, and other community 

partners. As a co-sponsor, the 

ZCC President Pat Jude spoke 

about local and international 

activities. The free annual 

event was held on Fountain 

Square in downtown Cincin-

nati to raise awareness in the 

Greater Cincinnati area about 

domestic violence, and to 

empower survivors with re-

sources, advocacy, and com-

munity. ZCC also had a booth 

and had several attendees 

sign up for more information 

about Zonta. 

 

The club participated in the 

Oct. 18, 28th annual She 

Screams Without Sound Can-

dlelight Vigil. Established in 

October 1988 in response to 

the rising rate of domestic 
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Zonta Club of Cleveland will 

be celebrating their 95th an-

niversary at their annual Fall 

into Fashion Fundraiser, to be 

held on Saturday, November 

12, at Acacia Reservation. 

 

At their Sept. 22nd gathering, 

the Club of Hudson prepared 

a meal for Family Promise.  

The club also collected boxes 

of much-needed feminine 

care products for the personal 

care section of The Emergen-

cy Assistance Center, Inc. 

 

Zonta Club of Hudson is proud 

of their, and District 5’s, 2016 

Jane M. Klausman Woman in 

Business award recipient, Tay-

lor Hanzlik.  (See photo above, 

which was taken at the recent 

District 5 Conference.) 

 

On September 30, the club 

had another successful 

“Fundraising Friday,” this time 

hosting forty (40) ladies at 

Gavin Scott Salon & Spa, and 

raising $1,800.  The monies go 

Zonta Club of ABC’s Dr. 

Therese (Terry) Lueck, District 

5 Chair for the Amelia Earhart 

Fellowship, profiled the dis-

trict’s 2016 recipient, Jianing 

Li.  (See pages 1 and 4.) 

 

Zonta Club of Ashtabula Area 

is having their Annual Interna-

tional Fair on the Saturdays 

and Sundays of November 

12th & 13th and November 

19th and 20th, at Austinburg 

Town Hall.  There will be fresh 

pecans for sale at the fair! 

 

In October, the club support-

ed Homesafe and promoted  

violence prevention with a 5K 

and 1 mile race, at the 

Lakeshore Park in Ashtabula.  

(See photo in the next col-

umn.) 

directly toward scholarships 

and service projects for the 

upcoming year. 

 

The club added seven (7) mem-

bers in the last several months.  

The club also welcomed speak-

er Jen Baskin from The Edna 

House for Women, and collect-

ed clothing for The Edna 

House. 

violence, Women Helping 

Women and the YWCA of 

Greater Cincinnati decided to 

celebrate the lives of those 

who have survived domestic 

violence, and to provide sup-

port and hope to children ex-

posed to violence and loss. 

Club attendees brought their 

Zonta Says No to Violence 

banner and wore orange. (See 

photo in last column.) 

 

ELIZABETHTOWN 

New member Robin Hildes-

heim was installed at their 

October meeting, bringing their 

total number of members to 

18. Members also wore or-

ange for their ‘Zonta Says No’ 

to Violence group picture. 

 

Club members held a Painting 

Social on Oct. 8 at Boundary 

Oak Distillery. Attendees each 

painted a beautiful winter pic-

ture. 50 people were expected 

at $30/person. Proceeds 

raised from the fundraiser go 

to the Community Free Health 

Clinic. 

 

Their annual Christmas Tea 

will be held on Sunday, Dec. 3. 

LOUISVILLE 

The club is awarding grants to 

three recipients for a total of 

$5,000 to be given out at their 

Dec. 1 Glitter for the Girls Si-

lent Auction Fundraiser. 

 

PADUCAH 

Their September meeting 

speaker was Sara Evitts from 

Cinderella’s Closet, who plans 

to join the club. Cinderella’s 

Closet is an organization that 

accepts donations of gently 

used prom dresses for girls in 

their area high schools who are 

unable to afford David’s Bridal. 

They hold shopping events at a 

local church with dresses, 

shoes, jewelry, etc. in the 

spring.  As a service project 

             (Continued on Page 5) 

Sarojini Rao 
Area 3 Director 

Terri Purtee-Stein 
Area 2 Director 
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Reminder!  Amelia Earhart 

Fellowship Deadline is 15 

November 2016. 
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Sharon Coffman 
Area 4 Director 
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District Governor Joyce Combs 

pinned Ms. Li with her Amelia 

Earhart wings at the conven-

tion. The fellow had been intro-

duced to the community earlier 

in the fall by the Zonta Club of 

Cincinnati during their Wine & 

Dine Scholarship Fundraiser. 

 

Ms. Li is researching a fuel 

injector that can use a range of 

liquid and gaseous fuels. She 

said that merely improving con-

ventional engine combustors 

will not lower emissions enough 

for compliance with future regu-

lations, but in the United States 

“a revolutionary step has been 

taken towards lean combustor 

technology.”  

 

Lean Direct Injection has the 

potential to reduce aviation 

emissions, but progress is hin-

dered by issues of stability and 

uniformity. Describing injector 

modifications that incorporate 

porous material to optimize fuel

-air mixing, Ms. Li said, “What I 

am working on right now is to 

optimize the designation of LDI 

The clubs have been busy in 

the final months of 2016. 

Marietta’s  Keri Dunn and 

Beth Spaziani attended the 

D5 conference and coordi-

nated/hosted the Silent Auc-

tion.  Keri gave a presenta-

tion at the conference re: her 

service trip to Liberia. 

 

The club has added two new 

members (Claire Evans and 

Daneka Hedges).  November 

4 and 5th is their bi-annual 

fundraiser Boutique Cloth-

ing Unique Sale to help ben-

efit women returning to the 

work force. 

 

Columbus started off their 

year with a Service Project 

with Amethyst Inc., a long-

term, in-house recovery pro-

gram for women and chil-

dren. They raised over $800 

with the Yellow Roses Team 

at the Walk for Recovery-A 

Step in the Right Direction. 

They also donated committee 

funds and water for the walk-

ers/runners. 
 

Their first meeting covered 

the Zonta International Nice 

Convention’s highlights.  Five 

of the members attended to 

make lasting memories of 

fellowship from around the 

globe. 
 

Columbus hosted our District 

5 Fall Governor's Conference 

Oct. 14-16th.  Also, in Octo-

ber, they co-sponsored an 

advocacy panel with Action 

Ohio--Coalition for Battered 

Women and other Columbus 

women's clubs on Confronting 

the Issues of Sexual Assault. 
 

November 4th is their annual 

fundraising/wine tasting 

event "UNCORKED".  They are 

also gearing up for A Call to 

Action advocacy event.  We 

invite all our Ohio Zonta Clubs 

to call their state representa-

tives on December 1st to urge 

them to act on two Bills, regard-

ing violence against women. 
Also, plan on a Hands-on Secret 

Santa event with the women 

and children of Amethyst Inc. 

for the beginning of December 

and end the year with their Holi-

day Party! 

Amelia Earhart Fellow Jianing Li, Continued from Page 1 

technology by introducing 

novel fuel placement to solve 

these problems.”  

 

Amelia Earhart Fellows play 

an important role in the dis-

trict’s aeronautics history. 

Ms. Li found the fellowship 

through an aerospace engi-

neering professor who is a 

former fellow. Professor 

Awatef Hamed, a four-time 

recipient, recalls receiving 

the award at a district confer-

ence in Toledo. “You can’t be 

in a more exciting field than 

aerospace. It’s on the leading 

edge,” the accomplished 

scholar said in a phone inter-

view. “You can inspire young 

people.” 

 

Ms. Li praised Zonta for dec-

ades of “improving opportuni-

ties and encouraging young 

women to engage in science 

and technologies; therefore, 

right now we have more op-

tions and chances to pursue 

further education and ca-

reers in these areas.” 

She discovered her own forti-

tude when she heard people 

say that girls could not do well 

in science and thought, “Why 

can’t girls do this? I want to 

prove that we can do very well 

in the sciences.” She focused 

on her high school classes to 

“make sure” she did well, 

which she did; then she chose 

a science major in college. In 

2009, Ms. Li was awarded a 

bachelor’s degree in Thermal 

Energy and Power Engineering 

from East China University, 

where she also studied Japa-

nese.   

 

“I was interested in Japanese 

culture,” she said of her move 

to Japan for graduate study. 

Ms. Li admired that culture’s 

advances in technology and 

engineering. In 2012, she 

received a master’s degree in 

Mechanical Engineering from 

Nagoya University while collab-

orating in award-winning re-

search. 

 

On Dec. 26, Ms. Li will turn 

30. With her older sister living 

near her parents, Ms. Li has 

the freedom to pursue her 

career abroad and to avoid 

the stigma of Chinese 

“leftover women.” She said, 

however, “My mother kind of 

worries about it all the time.” A 

visit from her parents last year 

put those fears to rest. 

“They’re proud of me, that I’m 

independent.” After receiving 

her Ph.D., she hopes to work 

in the aerospace industry so 

she can continue to use her 

research to benefit the envi-

ronment. 

 

Ms. Li told Zontians that earn-

ing the Amelia Earhart Fellow-

ship “reminds me how im-

portant my research is -- how it 

can contribute to the society 

and also motivate me to in-

spire more and more younger 

women into science and engi-

neering fields in the future.” 

 

    — Terry Lueck 

Happy 95th to the Clubs 

of Cleveland and Toledo!  

Both clubs were charted 

in November 1921. 



Every Member Every November, Cont. 

Membership Update and Pilot Program 

It was wonderful to see every-

one at the district conference. 

Thank you for allowing me the 

opportunity to present a mem-

bership update for Zonta Inter-

national and District 5. As 

presented, one of the goals in 

Zonta International’s 2016 – 

2018 strategic objectives is to 

build and sustain a vibrant 

global membership. To do 

this, Zonta is focusing on two 

areas: 

1) Engaging the next genera-

tion of gender equality advo-

cates 

2) Clubs recruiting and retain-

ing committed and skilled 

members 

To engage the next genera-

tion, Zonta has implemented 

a plan to transition Golden Z 

Club members and former 

scholarship recipients into 

full Zonta membership.  As 

voted at the recent interna-

tional convention, Zonta is 

running a pilot program for 

the 2016 – 2018 biennium, 

which is a young professional 

membership classification, in 

which membership dues are 

cut in half for members under 

the age of 30 years. Addition-

ally, Zonta is piloting the 

membership initiative, "Add 

Your Voice for Gender Equali-

ty", which focuses on new 

member recruitment at the 

club level. Information on this 

initiative and access to the 

“voices” toolbox were 

shared with club presidents 

during the district confer-

ence. 

In District 5, we are commit-

ted to achieving Zonta’s 

membership goals of net 

membership growth of at 

least 5% and increasing the 

number of clubs in the dis-

trict, by at least one.  Zonta 

is requesting that clubs re-

cruit with a focus on retain-

ing members. To do this, 

clubs will need to look for 

members who are vibrant 

and skilled and committed 

to the mission of Zonta. As I 

shared in our last newslet-

ter, our District 5 L.E.A.D. 

Task Team is exploring op-
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portunities to charter clubs in 

Parkersburg, West Virginia 

and Tiffin, Ohio, and starting 

up a district E-club. If you 

know anyone who would be 

interested in being a member 

of one of these clubs, please 

let me know.  Thanks for your 

support in continuing to grow 

a vibrant District 5! 

members have an opportunity to 

volunteer as fairy godmothers to 

help the girls with their selec-

tions. 

 

At their October 11 meeting, the 

club’s speakers were two local 

candidates for offices: Sarah 

Stewart Holland for City Commis-

sioner and Brandi Harless for 

Mayor. Sarah’s mother and 

grandmother are former mem-

bers of their club. 

 

The club’s December meeting 

will be spent making CheeZe 

Balls using the Zonta em-

blem for the “Z” for a fund-

raiser. They will begin taking 

orders for the CheeZe balls 

in November and assemble 

them for delivery in Decem-

ber. 

 

SPRINGFIELD 

The club is busy planning 

their annual Zonta Holiday 

Auction being held on Thurs-

day, Nov. 10 at 6:00 p.m. at 

the Courtyard by Marriott in 

Springfield. They will be hon-

oring fellow Zontian Kathleen 

(Kathy) Hughes as their Wom-

an of Distinction. Kathy has 

been actively working to em-

power women for decades 

and has served in many lead-

ership roles at Zonta Interna-

tional including club presi-

Spotlight on Area 2, Cont. from Page 3 
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dent, District 5 Governor, and 

ZI/ZIF Secretary Treasurer. 

 

Respectfully, 

Terri Purtee-Stein 

District 5 Area 2 Director 

over the world.  And then, there 

are the numerous scholarships 

Zonta awards to young women, 

ALL thanks to donations from 

our Zonta Sisters, our clubs 

and our friends. 

— If you haven’t already made 

a contribution to the founda-

tion, please consider making 

one this month.  

— 100% of your donation is tax 

deductible. 

— 100% of your donation is 

used entirely for program sup-

port and development. 

— Our fundraising goal for 

2016-18 is $5,376,000. 

— Five programs – one 

goal:  Investing in an equal 

future for women and girls 

1) International Service Pro-

grams  

(The Fistula Project in 

Liberia & Let us Learn 

Madagascar)  

2) ZISVAW  

(Early Marriage in Niger & 

Human Trafficking and 

Unsafe Migration in Ne-

pal) 

3) Amelia Earhart Fellow-

ship  

4) Jane M. Klausman Wom-

en in Business Scholar-

ship 

5) Young Women in Public 

Affairs Award 

Your donations matters, no 

matter how large or small.   

Donation forms and infor-

mation on the programs are 

out on ZI’s website 

(www.zonta.org).  

Thanks for your considera-

tion. 

— Kristi A. Bryant, District 5 

ZI Foundation Ambassador 

Margot Hoffman 
Lt. Governor, D5 
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Call to 2017 Conference 
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Assembling Super 
Elder Healthcare Kits 

All First Timers 

Fundraising for ZIF Service Projects 

2016—2018 D5 Officers Installation 


