
Dear District 5 Zontians, 

 

Thank you for giving me the 

opportunity to serve as your 

Governor for the 2018-2020 

biennium as we celebrate the 

centennial anniversary of 

Zonta International. I am hum-

bled and honored to lead the 

district as we bridge Zonta’s 

first century of service and 

advocacy with the next centu-

ry. I am proud to be a member 

of District 5. Our clubs and 

members do so much work in 

our communities to enhance 

the lives of women and girls. 

I’m excited to visit your clubs 

during this biennium to learn 

more about the work you do 

and meet more amazing Zon-

tians.  

 

It was a thrill for me to join 18 

other District 5 Zontians in 

Yokohama, Japan for the 64th 

International Convention. 

Newly elected Zonta Interna-

tional President, Susanne von 

Bassewitz, presented the 

goals for the biennium, which 

include a signature interna-

tional project to end child 

marriage and a pilot scholar-

ship for women in technolo-

gy. Since joining Zonta in 

1995, I have been commit-

ted to the work Zonta does 

internationally and am moti-

vated by the fact that Zonti-

ans not only have a positive 

impact on women in our local 

communities, but make a 

difference in the lives of 

women around the world. I 

have been fortunate to have 

the opportunity to be a mem-

ber of the Zonta Club of Tole-

do 1, Zonta Club of Mel-

bourne Yarra in Australia and 

my current club, the Zonta 

Club of Columbus.  

 

I hope to see all of you at our 

District 5 Governor’s Confer-

ence in Kent, Ohio on Octo-

ber 19th through the 21st 

where we will kick-off the 

Centennial Anniversary Bien-

nium with the theme of 

“Honor & Empower”. I invite 

you to become more engaged 

in activities at the district and 

international level and experi-

ence firsthand the difference 

Zonta makes to women 

around the world.  

 

Warm regards, 

 

Margot Hoffman 
2018-2020 Governor 
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A N  I N T E RV I E W  W I T H  D5’ S  YW PA A WA R D  
W I N N E R ,  K I R A  B A R R  

Making the waiting list at 

Cornell University is an 

achievement, but waiting 

is not on Kira Barr’s list.  

The Ohio native is en-

rolled at a nearby college 

to keep her career path 

on pace. 

 

“I hope to graduate in 

three years to jumpstart 

my career,” explained 

Kira, 2017 recipient of 

the District 5 Young 

Women in Public Affairs 

Award.  She plans to at-

positive impact, in the 

world, for our future!” 

 

Kira is majoring in Glob-

al Commerce at Den-

ison University.  She’s 

hopeful that a health 

emphasis will be availa-

ble soon, so she can 

make that her concen-

tration.  “Public health 

is something I’m very 

interested in,” she said. 

“It has less of a medi-

cal focus. It’s more of a  

tend the district confer-

ence to receive the 

award. 

 

“The Zonta Club of Co-

lumbus is so happy 

and proud of Kira.  She 

came to us through our 

Outstanding Young 

Women Program,” 

President Kimm Hrd-

licka-Tigges said of her 

club’s awardee being 

selected as the district 

winner.  “We know Kira 

will go on to make a 
(Continued on page 5) 

Margot Hoffman 
District 5 Governor 



I have two children.  My daugh-

ter, Allison, lives in Alaska with 

her husband and my only grand-

child, Annabelle, who is 2.  My 

son, David, lives in Bay Village, 

Ohio with his wife.  I lost my 

husband of 36 years, Don, last 

year to cancer.  While my life is 

certainly different now than I 

anticipated, I have much to be 

grateful for and look to the fu-

ture with much anticipation.  

 
Below are some news from the 

clubs around Area 1. 

 

Defiance 

 

Although the Zonta Club of Defi-

ance did not have active meet-

ings over the summer, they did 

provide financial support to a 

few organizations: 

Greetings, Zontians: 

 

I have been a member of 

Zonta for 10 years.  One of 

the most exciting things I 

have done as a Zontian was 

to attend CSW (the Commis-

sion on the Status of Women) 

at the United Nations in New 

York City. 

  

I have been working in the 

travel industry for 23 years.  I 

have been self-employed, 

running my own business, 

since 2004.  I work with cli-

ents in designing leisure va-

cations to all parts of the 

globe.  I have traveled exten-

sively throughout the 

world.  One of the appeals to 

me about Zonta was that it is 

an international organiza-

tion.  Working everyday in 

international tourism, I was 

interested in becoming part 

of something else that had an 

international component to it, 

but from a different perspec-

tive. 

  

$500 was given to “Citizens in 

Action,” a group who provides 

birthday gift bags for children 

ages 4-12, designed for families 

in need. 

 

$500 was donated towards a 

new “Splash Pad” in Defiance.  

This facility is free to all and has 

accommodations for handi-

capped children, as well.   

 

The Club regularly posts Face-

book articles about trafficking. 

 

Findlay 

 

Members of the Zonta 

Club of Findlay were 

happy to award pro-

ceeds from their Zon-

ta Spring Style Show 

to Open Arms, in the 

amount of $2,500. 

$6,000 went to 

S.A.N.E. (Sexual As-

sault Nurse Examiner 

Program).  (See pho-

tos on this page.) 

 

Jodi DeVore was 

named the 2017-2018 Woman 

of Achievement.  (See photo on 

this page.) 

 

The nine (9) young women who 

won the Club’s scholarships 

were invited to a meeting, along 

with their mothers and one 

grandmother. 

 

Greater Sandusky 

 

The Zonta Club of Sandusky 

(including their 6 new members) 

have been busy, taking an active 

part in a project to promote the 

Club and the Zonta Centennial.  
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They designed a parade float 

which made its debut on Satur-

day, August 18.  (See photo on 

this page.) 

 

There were two women 

dressed up as strong, influen-

tial women on the float. The 

Zonta Says No banner and the 

Centennial logo, along with the 

Club’s logo, were prominently 

displayed.  Walkers alongside 

the float distributed about 

2,000 gold polka dot goodie 

bags containing Zonta Club of 

Greater Sandusky’s business 

cards, along with candy. 

 

Toledo I 

 

Three members from the Zonta 

Club of Toledo I attended the 

International Conference in 

Japan.  They were Caroline 

Menezes, Rayna Dawson and 

Ardenia Jones-Terry.   

 

A committee of club members 

is continuing efforts to make 

Toledo a CEDAW city.   

 

 — Sue Dybowski 

(Photo:  Zonta Club of Sandusky’s parade float.)  

(Photo:  Zonta Club of Findlay’s 2017—2018 
Woman of Achievement.  Kim Darnell, left, 

presented the award to Jodi DeVore, right.) 

(Photo:  One of Zonta Club of Findlay’s award recipients.)  

(Photo:  One of Zonta Club of Findlay’s award recipients.)  
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Pat has been a Zonta 

member of the Louisville, 

Ky. Club for nine years, 

holding key positions.  She 

has worked for the Dare to 

Care Food Bank in Louis-

ville, Ky. for 16 years and 

has lived in Louisville, Ky. 

for 28 years.  

 

Pat is a graduate from the 

University of Cincinnati, 

with a B.A. degree in Busi-

ness and Marketing.  

She loves to read, sew, 

garden and travel, espe-

cially to visit her seven 

grandchildren. 

 

Below are news from 

around the Area: 

 

Cincinnati: 

The Zonta Centennial Cele-

bration replaces the Wine 

& Dine Scholarship Fund-

raiser. The event will be 

held on Saturday, April 13, 

2019, at Clovernook Coun-

try Club. See website for 

details (https://www.zonta

-cinti.org/centennial-

celebration). 

 

Two new members are set 

to be installed at the Sep-

tember 27 dinner meeting. 

There will be a short 

presentation about the 

2018 Zonta International 

Convention in Yokohama, 

Japan. 

 

Application and criteria 

documents for the Zonta 

Service Fund of Cincinnati 

Grant Program have been 

revised and posted on 

website (https://

www.zonta-cinti.org/grant-

program).  The deadline for 

the next round of grants is 

October 1. 

 

Friday, October 5 is the 

Purple Light Walk, 5:00-

8:00 p.m., Fountain 

Square, Cincinnati.  ZCC is 
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services to the children in 

Ashtabula County.  The 

treasure in my life is my 

family -- husband Rick, of 38 

years, three (really six) chil-

dren, seven grandchildren 

and two Moms.  Between 

family, Zonta and Discovery, 

my life is very full indeed! 

Area 3 Zontians SAY:  Advo-

cacy, Service, Fundraising, & 

Supporting, it is what we do! 

 

Ashtabula Area Zontians say: 

Walk or run, but participate 

and advocate to stop vio-

lence!  Their annual 5K 

Run/1 mile walk to kick off 

October’s month of violence 

prevention is on Saturday, 

September 29, 

2018, at 9 am.  

In partnership 

with Homesafe, 

Ashtabula’s do-

mestic violence 

shelter, the walk 

will raise funds, 

show ways to 

give hope and 

ideas on how to 

help 

those in 

a violent 

Dear Zontians: 

 

I am excited to be the 

Area 3 Director for this 

biennium.  I have been a 

member of the Zonta Club 

of Ashtabula Area for 17 

years.  Besides the Zonta 

mission, my passion is 

about the kids 

— of each gen-

eration, which 

is why I am still 

working for Af-

ter School Dis-

covery, the non-

profit which I co

-founded 24 

years ago.  ASD 

provides multi-

ple different 

educational/

social-based 

situation.  The next fall activ-

ity, in addition to member-

ship dinners and meetings, 

will be the club’s annual sale 

of fresh Georgia pecans, to 

raise funds toward their 

spring scholarships and 

awards.  President Lois 

Jones has been continuing 

to offer service times for 

a co-sponsor. Terri Purtee-

Stein is coordinating the 

Resource Fair and Zonta 

table. ZCC President Verna 

Tuttle will speak about Zon-

ta and our mutual mission 

to help raise awareness 

about gender-based vio-

lence. 

 

Pauline Strayhorne – Long-

time member, past Zonta 

Club of Cincinnati President 

and D5 Archives Committee 

Chair for several years and 

was instrumental in spear-

heading efforts to preserve 

the club and district files. 

Pauline broke her hip last 

month. She is recuperating 

at Meadowbrook Rehab & 

Care, 8211 Weller Road, 

Room C2, Cincinnati, 

Ohio  45242. 

 

Elizabethtown: 

Donna Pollard and her 

daughter, Willow, attended 

the Zonta Club of Elizabeth-

town, August 23, 2018 

meeting.  Donna is Presi-

dent/Director of Survivors 

Corner.  Donna was instru-

mental and the driving force 

in helping Senate Bill 48 

become a reality in Ken-

tucky.  Senate Bill 48 pre-

vents child marriages and 

states that no one under 

age 17 may marry without 

meeting certain guide-

lines.  Kentucky Legislature 

passed this bill and it be-

came a law in 2018, mak-

ing Kentucky the first state 

to have such a law.  (See 

photo on page 7.) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Linda Coblitz 
Area 3 Director 

Patricia Kenkel 
Area 2 Director 

Ashtabula Area’s Days for Girls Day 
(Continued on page 8) 

https://www.zonta-cinti.org/centennial-celebration
https://www.zonta-cinti.org/centennial-celebration
https://www.zonta-cinti.org/centennial-celebration
https://www.zonta-cinti.org/grant-program
https://www.zonta-cinti.org/grant-program
https://www.zonta-cinti.org/grant-program
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Greetings, Zontians. 

 

Kimm has been a Zontian 

for over 12 years and is 

the Past President of the 

Columbus Club.  She has 

been a District Chair for 

PR and Advocacy (LAA) 

and a Member of the Dis-

trict Nominating Commit-

tee.  Kimm has also 

served on the Zonta Inter-

national PR&C Commit-

tee, 2014-Present.  Pro-

fessionally, she was a 

Sales Manager and Train-

er for an International 

Company.  Kimm has 

been with her husband, 

Steven, for 30 years and 

is a proud Mother, Step-

mother and Grandmother.  

In her spare time, she 

relaxes at their cottage 

and paddle boards on 

Lake Huron.  She loves 

reading, writing, yardwork 

and playing games with 

friends and family.    

The following is an update 

on Area 4 clubs. 

 

Mid-Ohio Valley:  

 

Zonta Club of the Mid-Ohio 

Valley is having its semi-

annual Unique Boutique 

Sale the first weekend in 

November. Last fall we had 

record number sales and 

donations making this our 

largest fundraiser to date. 

We are hopeful this fall will 

follow suit and we can in-

crease our scholarships to 

local women. 

 

We are also in 

the very begin-

ning planning 

stages of our 

Mardi Gras 

event on March 

1st to raise 

awareness for 

Say No to Vio-

lence Against 

Women. More to 

come on that. 

 

Newark: 

 

The Club of Newark 

did not meet this summer, 

but will be back in session 

later this month, in Sep-

tember. 

 

Columbus:  

 

Though the Zonta Club of 

Columbus has been serv-

ing its community for over 

89 years, we are not well 

known.  So the theme of the 

President’s address is to 

Share the Secret!  By the 

time we celebrate the club’s 

90th Anniversary and our 

Zonta International Centen-

nial, we are hoping to have 

created awareness of our 

service & advocacy projects, 

gain more funding and 

members. 

 

Columbus was well repre-

sented at the ZI Convention 

in Yokohama.  Those having 

that wonderful experience 

include Margot Hoffman, 

Rae Arnold, Kimm Hrdlicka-

Tigges, Christine Jackson, 

Happiness Mapira, Nancy 

Mayle, Patricia Bendick, and 

Jan Wilhelm.  They also en-

joyed touring other parts of 

Japan and meeting people 

from all over the world. 

 

We are very excited for a 

new project with Habitat for 

Humanity’s “Woman’s 

Build”.  The Foundation 

made a donation of 

$10,000 and are schedul-

Zonta Club of Columbus with 
Habitat for Humanity’s Woman Build 

ing building times for our 

members to help this wom-

an and her two children!  

(See photo on this page.) 

 

Mark your calendars for 

March 2, 2019.  That is 

the date of the new major 

fundraiser, the Murder 

Mystery Dinner Theatre. 

 

Springfield:   

 

Zonta Club of Springfield 

has been busy.  In June, 

the club installed its new 

officers and directors: 

 

Tyra Jackson, President  

Susan Page, Vice Presi-

dent  

Deb Brugger, Secretary 

Jo Ann Crum and Danielle 

Chesshir, Treasurers  

Directors:  Kim Metz, Joy 

Rogers, and Joyce McNeal  

 

We also installed three 

new club members:  Mary 

Lasits, Mindy O’Donnell, 

and Melissa Patsiavos.   

 

Director Kim Metz repre-

sented our Club and the 

Watkins Glen- Montour 

Falls club at the 2018 Zon-

ta International Convention 

- Yokohama 

 

We are now diligently plan-

ning our Holiday Auction 

which will be held on 

Thursday, November 8th 

6:00 - 8:30.  We hope oth-

er clubs can join us.   

 

       — Kimm Hrdlicka-Tigges 

At the 2018 Yokohama Convention, twelve amend-

ment proposals to the Bylaws of Zonta International 

were adopted.  I encourage all clubs and club mem-

bers to review the Bylaws and/or just the Summary 

of Convention Action on Bylaws and Resolutions.  

B Y L AW S  U P DAT E  —  L O I S  J O N E S ,  C H A I R  

These documents can be found on the Zonta International web-

site.  After signing in, click the tab “Governance.”  The ZI Bylaws 

and 2018 Summary pdf documents are on that page. 

  Lois Jones, Chair 

  District 5 Bylaws and Resolutions Committee  



I am your 2018-2020 District 

5 Treasurer for my second 

term.  As a member of the 

Zonta Club of Columbus since 

2009, positions I have held 

include club treasurer for 

2010 - 2012 and also 2012 

– 2014, chair of the club's 

Operations committee for 

2014-2016, co-chair of the 

Finance committee for 2012-

2014 and 2014-2016 and 

the co-chair of the Outstand-

ing Young Women committee for 

2016-2018.  Currently, I am an 

active member of the Program 

committee and the Domestic Vio-

lence Shelter committee.  Having 

attended the 2014 Zonta Interna-

tional Convention in Orlando, Flor-

ida, the 2016 Zonta International 

Convention in Nice, France and 

the 2018 Zonta International 

Convention in Yokohama, Japan, 

Zonta has given me a great appre-

ciation for all of the accomplish-

ments we have made in women’s 

lives.  

 

My occupation as an accountant 

has me working part-time for 3 dif-

ferent companies.  I grew up work-

ing in my father's CPA firm.  My hus-

band, Tom, and I own Shady Side 

Farms, a grain farm operation in 

Powell, Ohio where we live with our 

miniature dachshund, Emmie. I 

have a bachelor’s degree in busi-

ness administration from Siena 

Heights University in Michigan and 

enjoy traveling, reading, genealogy 

and “ZONTA”.              — Chris J. 
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District 5 is pleased to an-

nounce that Allison Caroline 

Housman from Paducah was 

the recipient of the district’s 

Young Women in Public Affairs 

award for the year 2018. 

 

The Amelia Earhart Fellowship 

applications are already open 

and can be filled and complet-

ed at the Zonta International 

website, at the following ad-

dress: https://www.zonta.org/

Global-Impact/Education/

Amelia-Earhart-Fellowship. 

All applicants can register 

at the above link to com-

plete the application. The 

deadline for the Amelia 

Earhart Fellowship is No-

vember 15th. All clubs are 

encouraged to advertise 

and scout for possible ap-

plicants. 

 

The 2019 Young Women in 

Public Affairs application 

forms will be sent to the 

Scholarship Chairs in each 

club, but forms can also be 

retrieved from ZI’s web-

site, at: https://

www.zonta.org/Portals/0/

Membership/Tools/

AwardScholarshipFellow-

shipTools/2019YWPAAppli

cation.pdf. The clubs’ 

deadline, for submitting 

their application for the 

Young Women in Public 

Affairs award to the Dis-

trict, is May 1st.  

 

At the convention in Yoko-

hama, Zonta International 

wanted us to develop a 

way to keep in touch with 

our past scholarship award-

ees, through social media. 

The idea is to recruit these 

dynamic women back into 

Zonta and to create a net-

work for winners to meet 

winners. The idea is to start 

at the club level. It would 

be great if clubs can dis-

cuss how they want to ac-

complish this. Share your 

ideas with District so other 

clubs can benefit from your 

success!!! 

  — Caroline Menezes, Chair 

Spotlight on Jane Shoemaker, District 5 Secretary 
Jane has been a member of 

the Zonta Club of Findlay for 

11 years.  She served her 

club as president for the 

2016-2018 biennium, and 

prior that as vice president 

and a committee chair.  She 

was honored to attend her 

first international convention 

this year in Yokohama, Ja-

pan.  She is currently em-

ployed as a financial advisor 

in Findlay.  Jane has a son, a 

step-daughter, and six 

grandchildren.  In her free 

time, she and her fiancé, 

Joel, enjoy spending time 

with family and friends, 

camping, cooking, and tar-

get shooting.  

— Jane Shoemaker 

Spotlight on Ramona Jeffries, District 5 Parliamentarian 

Ramona K. Jeffries lives 

near Elizabethtown, Ken-

tucky with her husband 

Charlie, her two sons and 

daughter and her eight 

grandchildren, on the fami-

ly farm.  Educated at West-

ern University in Bowling 

Green, KY, she taught 

physical education and 

language arts in high 

schools of Hardin County for 

thirty-two years.  Ramona is 

active in her church, communi-

ty, The Delta Kappa Gamma 

Society International (Key 

Women Educators), KY Retired 

Teachers on all levels, KY As-

sociation of Parliamentarians 

(KAP), National Association of 

Parliamentarians (NAP) and 

Zonta International.  She loves 

family gatherings, gardening, 

quilting, making jellies (most is 

given away as gifts to friends 

and family), and taking vaca-

tions several times a year.  She 

joined Zonta International to 

engage with other women to 

work on service projects and 

help other women and children 

to achieve a higher status in 

life. — Ramona Jeffries 

Spotlight on Christine Jackson, District 5 Treasurer 

https://www.zonta.org/Global-Impact/Education/Amelia-Earhart-Fellowship
https://www.zonta.org/Global-Impact/Education/Amelia-Earhart-Fellowship
https://www.zonta.org/Global-Impact/Education/Amelia-Earhart-Fellowship
https://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/Membership/Tools/AwardScholarshipFellowshipTools/2019YWPAApplication.pdf
https://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/Membership/Tools/AwardScholarshipFellowshipTools/2019YWPAApplication.pdf
https://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/Membership/Tools/AwardScholarshipFellowshipTools/2019YWPAApplication.pdf
https://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/Membership/Tools/AwardScholarshipFellowshipTools/2019YWPAApplication.pdf
https://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/Membership/Tools/AwardScholarshipFellowshipTools/2019YWPAApplication.pdf
https://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/Membership/Tools/AwardScholarshipFellowshipTools/2019YWPAApplication.pdf
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We are pleased to invite you to 
the 2018 District 5 Governor’s 
Conference in Kent, Ohio.  
Please join us on October 19th 
through the 21st at Kent State 
Hotel and Conference Center, 
215 S. Depeyster St., Kent, OH. 

 

The Zonta Club of Hudson, 
your Conference Chairs, and 
District 5 Board have been 
working together to provide an 
informative, thought provoking 
and inspiring weekend themed 
“Zonta:  our Ticket to the 
World.”  Plan to join us in Kent 
for a fun and memorable 
weekend! 

 

The weekend will include the 
Presidents’ Forum on Friday at 
3 PM.  All Club Presidents, Vice 
Presidents and President-
Elects are encouraged to 
attend.  We will begin the Con-
ference on Friday evening 
which will include our wel-
come dinner, a short business 
meeting and keynote speaker, 
Stephanie D. Smith, retired CIA 
Officer. 

 

Saturday’s agenda will include 
the Presidents’ Breakfast, 
workshops and Keynote Speak-
er, Former U.S. Ambassador, 
Heather Hodges.  The work-
shops will help us gain a better 
understanding of challenges 
women are facing here in the 
U.S. and globally, and they are 
titled, “Women of Color in the 
Workplace:  The Glass Ceiling 
vs. The Concrete Ceiling” and 
“The Facts about Female Geni-
tal Mutilation.”  We will also 
have group photos, workshops 
and the evening will end with 
an Americana-themed ban-
quet, silent auction and musi-
cal entertainment. 

Sunday morning begins with 
the Memorial Service remem-
bering the Zontians who have 
departed this past year, a 
hands-on service project, addi-
tional Committee reports, Gov-
ernor Margot’s report and the 
invitation to the 2019 Gover-

nor’s Conference.  Plan to join 
us in Kent for a fun and memo-
rable weekend! 

 

The Call to Conference is locat-
ed at and can be downloaded 
from: 

http://www.zontadistrict05.or
g/events/. 

 

These are the three key dates 
to be aware of: 

 

 Early bird registration ends 
September 14th.  Once again 
we have online registration! 
Register at:  CLICK HERE 

 

 Zonta guaranteed hotel rate 
at the Kent State Hotel & 
Conference Center also ends 

September 14th.  Because we 
will be in a college town, the 
hotel rooms must be booked 
rather early.  The Zonta Room 
Rate includes 2 Double beds 
@ $109.00 per night. 

 

Call TEL: 1-330-346-0100.  
The address is 215 S. 
Depeyster Street, Kent, Ohio 
44240. 

 

 Late registration fees begin 
October 8th.  The registration 
fee structure is: 

___ $175.00 Early Full Regis-
tration by Sept. 14th 

Includes all business meetings, 
workshops, handouts, Friday 
and Saturday dinners, Saturday 
luncheon, Saturday and Sun-
day breakfasts, all speakers 
and entertainment. 

  

___ $195.00 Full Registration 
Sept. 15 to October 8th In-
cludes all meetings, work-
shops, handouts, Friday and 
Saturday dinners, Saturday and 
Sunday breakfasts, Saturday 
luncheon, all speakers and 
entertainment. 

 

___ $220.00 Late Registration 
after October 8th. 

 

Don’t forget the challenge 
from Ellen Spaeth, our District 
5 Foundation Ambassador, to 
raise money to support the ZI 
Foundation and to obtain 
100% participation from Dis-
trict 5 Clubs in donating to ZI.  
Be sure to bring donations 
from your club and, of course, 
there will be opportunities for 
you to personally contribute 
during the conference. 

 

Margot Hoffman 

Governor 2018-2020  

margot@g4leadership.com 

 

Lynn McMasters 

Conference Co-Chair  

lmcmasters@bti-cpas.com 

 

Anne Marie Smith 

Conference Co-Chair  

reemcfarland@gmail.com 

 

 

http://www.zontadistrict05.org/events/
http://www.zontadistrict05.org/events/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2018-district-5-governors-fall-conference-tickets-48823778235?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
mailto:margot@g4leadership.com?subject=District%205%20Conference
mailto:lmcmasters@bti-cpas.com?subject=District%205%20Conference
mailto:reemcfarland@gmail.com?subject=District%205%20Conference
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Zonta Club of Elizabethtown also 

collected an assortment of 

school supplies that were pre-

sented to Springhaven at the 

August 23, 2018 meeting. 

 

Louisville: 

The Zonta Club of Louisville met 

at Bucks Restaurant on June 

7th, before summer break.  

Selena Sanchez, incoming Presi-

dent, and the new Board were 

installed, as well as two new 

members inducted.  Pat Kenkel 

was recognized as the Area 2 

Director for the 2018-2020 bi-

ennium.  (See photos on this 

page.) 

 

Selena Sanchez, Ange-

la Brokmann and 

Joyce Seymour met 

with the University of 

Louisville President, 

Dr. Nelli Bendapudi, 

on July 26th.  She is 

the first female presi-

dent at the University 

of Louisville and is a 

member of the Ameri-

can Association of Uni-

versity Professors.  

(See photo, bottom left.) 

 

Club President Selena Sanchez was 

the club delegate and Paducah 

Club’s alternate delegate at the ZI 

Conference in Yokohama, Japan 

from June 29th—July 3rd.  Selena 

 

 

will be sharing photos, infor-

mation and her experience at 

the September 7 meeting. 

 

Paducah Club: 

One of Zonta Club of 

Paducah’s members, Susan 

Kolb, passed away in July, 

with pancreatic cancer.  The 

club took a break from 

monthly meetings for the 

summer, but plan to resume 

in September. 

 

 

Spotlight on Area 2, Continued from Page 3 

(Elizabethtown:  Pictured left to right: Donna Pollard, Willow, Gail Crain, Rosan-
na Dunaway, Loretta Cardin, Lois Pierce.  See story on page 3.)  

Zonta Club of Elizabethtown Officers for 2018-2019 
Pictured left to right:  Laura Nall, Treasurer; Lois Pierce, Secretary; Lee Ann 
Caudill, 1st Vice President; Gail Crain, President.  (Not pictured - Robin Hildes-
heim, 2nd Vice President.) 

(Photo:  Area 2 Director Pat Kenkel inducting 
Zonta Club of Louisville’s new members at 

Buck’s Restaurant on June 7.) 

  

Zonta Club of 
Louisville 
passing the 
baton.  A2D  
Pat Kenkel 
and President 
Selena 
Sanchez at 
Buck’s 
Restaurant on 
June 7. 

Photo:  University of Louisville’s President,  
Dr.. Neilli  Bendapundi (second from left) met 
with Zonta Club of Louisville’s Joyce Seymour, 

Selena Sanchez, and Angela Brokmann.  
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members and partners 

to come together to 

make “Days for Girls” 

packets to send over-

seas. (See photo on 

page 3.) 

 

Akron, Barberton and 

Cuyahoga Falls Zontians 

say:  Join us to support 

the cure for Alzheimer’s 

Disease.  The ABC Club 

will be participating in 

this two-mile walk on 

Saturday, September 

15th at 10 am, in Canal 

Park.  If you cannot 

walk, donations are be-

ing accepted. 

 

The club also found a 

creative way to fund-

raise, by collecting Acme 

grocery receipts, which 

earn 5% cash back.  If 

you shop at Acme, save 

your receipts and send 

them on to the Zonta 

Club of ABC. 

 

Area 3 Zontians are 

looking forward to hear-

ing about the activities 

of ABC’s newly char-

tered,  Akron University 

Golden Z club. 

 

Cleveland Zontians say:  

We are ready to begin an 

exciting year of Zonta 

activities and meetings!  

Roji Rao is the new Lt. 

Governor of District 5 

and was Cleveland 

Club's representative at 

the Zonta Convention is 

Yokohama, Japan.  She 

will begin their fall with 

updates from both.  

Keep an eye on the club’s 

Facebook page.  It is al-

ways full of interesting facts 

and stories from around 

the world, especially about 

women who have created a 

change in the world and the 

female population.  Check 

out the Cleveland Club’s 

innovative way to 

share information 

about being a Zon-

tian, on their Face-

book interview. 

 

 

 

Hudson Zontians say:  Get 

your ticket to the world, 

available now!  Early bird 

registration is good until 

September 14th.  Hudson is 

planning and prepar-

ing for their first-ever 

hosting of the Zonta 

District 5 Conference, 

being held at Kent 

State University Hotel 

and Conference Cen-

ter, October 19th to 

21st.  We all know how 

much is involved in 

getting a conference 

together, so it is a 

good thing they 

“worked” this summer 

by sponsoring a 

“CycleGiving Ride at 

Hudson’s CycleBar” to 

raise monies in June 

and then a Zonta La-

dies Night out at Lager 

and Vine for wine, ap-

petizers and some re-

laxing, in July!  These 

are new and creative 

ways to meet prospec-

tive members and also 

do some fundraising. 

This summer Hudson 

Club members were 

also able to present a 

check to sponsor a 

room at the Edna 

House for Women. 

(See photo, above.) 

 

        — Linda Coblitz 

Zonta Club of Cleveland ‘s Membership Induction & Officer Instal-
lation at Lopez Restaurant, May 17, 2018. 

Zonta Club of Hudson members 
presenting a check to Edna House for 

Women. 

Newly Installed Zonta Club of ABC Officers, May 16, 2018. 
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It is an honor and pleasure 

to serve you all as District 

5’s Lt. Governor for this bien-

nium.  While I am settling in 

this role supporting Governor 

Margot and the District 5 

Board, I also have two other 

important roles, namely, Dis-

trict 5 Membership and the  

e-club. 

 

As the District 5 Membership 

Chair, my responsibility will 

be to actively encourage the 

formation of new clubs and 

the recruitment and reten-

tion of members in exist-

ing clubs.  Zonta Interna-

tional President, Susanne 

von Bassewitz, has all Lt. 

Governors working closely 

with the International 

Membership Committee 

and HQ to strengthen and 

engage our membership 

during this biennium.  At 

the International Member-

ship Committee meeting 

on July 2, 2018 in Yoko-

hama, chaired by Lynn 

McKenzie, Past Interna-

tional President, we dis-

cussed the proposed bien-

nial goals.  In particular, 

Goal 2 was to strengthen 

our resources to support 

our mission.  To realize 

this goal, we should: 

 

Increase membership by 

having more members 

by May 31, 2020 than 

we had at May 31, 

2018; and  

Convert our past Z and 

Golden Z members into 

members. 

 

She also recommended 

establishing a district 

membership committee to 

support me in my role.  To 

that end, I have invited our 

four area directors, Sue 

Dobrowski, Area 1, Pat 

Kenkel, Area 2, Linda Co-

blitz, Area 3 and Kimm 

Hrdlicka-Tiggs, Area 4 to 

join me in forming  this 

committee.  We met via 

conference call and devel-

oped a strategic plan so 

that we may realize the 

membership goal set by 

Zonta International. 

 

My other responsibility is 

to complete the chartering 

of our e-club that is cur-

rently “in formation”.  Per-

haps, many of you remem-

ber that this initiative was 

started by Past Governor 

Joyce Combs in the last 

biennium.  It was led by 

then Lt. Governor Margot 

who conducted monthly 

meetings and had prospec-

tive members organize ser-

vice and advocacy projects.  

Now, I have taken over this 

responsibility. 

 

It is my hope that we will 

succeed in chartering this  

e-club.  To charter a club, 

we need at least fifteen 

committed and consistent 

members.  So, here is an 

appeal to all members:  If 

you know of prospects who 

are not able to attend a 

brick and mortar club near-

by and who have the mis-

sion of Zonta in their 

hearts, please send me 

their names and contact 

information and I shall in-

vite them to the next e-club 

meeting. 

 

Thank you,  

Roji Rao 

ZI District 5 Lt. Governor 

Spotlight on Sarojini Rao, District 5 Lt. Governor 

Roji Rao:  Over the last 22 

years, I have held the follow-

ing positions in the Zonta Club 

of Cleveland and the Zonta 

Club of Cleveland Foundation: 

President, Vice-President, 

Secretary, Treasurer, Trustee.   

 

Additionally, I have served as 

committee chairman for the 

following committees: Mem-

bership, Service, Advocacy, 

Finance, Scholarship, Public 

Relations and Fundraising. 

 

I am the immediate past Area 

3 Director for the 2016-2018 

Biennium.  Currently I am the 

Lt. Governor for the 2018-

2020 Biennium. 

 

Born and raised in Bangalore, 

India until the age of twenty-

one, I came to Cleveland in 

1969 as a newly married 

young girl.  My husband was a 

post-doctorate in the Physics 

Department at Case Western 

Reserve University.  My educa-

tion in Bangalore included 

Bachelor of Science degree in 

Home Economics and Bache-

lor of Education.   

 

While raising my two children, 

I went on to earn an Associ-

ate’s Degree in the Education 

of the Hearing Impaired from 

Kent State University and 

Master’s Degree in Education 

from Case Western Reserve 

University, with emphasis on 

Mental Retardation and 

Learning Disabilities.  My first 

assignment was in the Cleve-

land Public Schools teaching 

in a junior high school on the 

far west side of Cleveland. 

 

In 1984, I joined Progressive 

Insurance as an Associate 

Programmer Analyst.  Until my 

retirement on May 1, 2015, I 

spent the next 30 years in 

various capacity and depart-

ments. During this time, I also 

received a Master’s Degree in 

Business Administration from 

Cleveland State University. 

 

I was invited to join the Zonta 

Club of Cleveland in 1996 by 

Birgit Jacobson.  I am passion-

ate about Zonta and am total-

ly committed to its mission.  

Since 2004, I have attended 

every District 5 conference 

and in 2016, I attended my 

first Zonta International Con-

vention in Nice, France. 

 

In addition to my activities 

in Zonta, I am a member of 

an investment club and is 

on the Leadership Board of 

the Susan G. Komen Race 

for the Cure.  I am on the 

Board of the Friends of the 

Cleveland Heights-

University Heights Libraries 

and the Coordinator of the 

Fairfax Community Garden. 

 

In my limited spare time, I 

love to cook, read, garden, 

knit, crochet and last but 

not the least spend as 

much time as possible with 

my four adorable grandchil-

dren. 

 

   — Sarojini Rao 
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Greetings, Zontians. 

 

100 Years of Empowering 

Women is the theme for 

our centennial anniver-

sary.  To ensure visibility 

across the Zonta world, 

our action motto is Honor 

and Empower. 

 

In addition to special Cen-

tennial district, country 

and club awards, there 

will be Centennial Mem-

bership Awards, Centennial 

Local Service Awards and 

Centennial Fundraising 

Awards to empower and 

honor achievements and 

excellence.  As an oppor-

tunity to strengthen or 

build relationships with like

-minded individuals and 

groups, there will be 

awards presented by Zonta 

districts and countries to 

honor and empower peo-

ple (or organizations) out-

side of Zonta who have 

made significant contribu-

tions to the empowerment 

of women.  More infor-

mation about these will be 

provided in the future. 

 

Centennial Anniversary 

Grants Program descrip-

tion:  Centennial Anniver-

sary Grants will be availa-

ble to like-minded charity/

not-for-profit organizations 

that partner with a Zonta 

club to 

directly 

improve 

women’s 

and girls’ 

lives in 

their com-

munity. 

The pro-

gram will 

increase 

the impact 

of the 

club’s ac-

tivities in 

their com-

munities 

while also strengthening the 

link between Zonta’s local 

and international levels and 

promoting the good name of 

Zonta at the local level. 

 

Materials will be available 

on the Zonta International 

website from 1 September 

2018.  Applications will be 

District 5 Zontians at District Meeting on First Day 

accepted from 15 Septem-

ber 2018 to 31 March 

2019.  No grants will be 

awarded before 31 March 

2019.  Check the Zonta 

Website for eligibility 

guidelines and online ap-

plication process. 

       — Joyce Combs, Chair 

P H O T O S  F R O M  2018  ZI  Y O KO H A M A  C O N V E N T I O N  

Joyce Combs 
Centennial Anniversary 

Then President-Elect Susanne von Bassewitz and 
President Sonja Honig Schough addressing District 5 

attendees  
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P H O T O S  F R O M  2018  ZI  Y O KO H A M A  C O N V E N T I O N ,  C O N T .  

Newly installed D5 
Governor Margot with ZI 

Board liaison to District 5, 
Marguerite Akossi-Mvongo 

(Photo:  District 5 Zontians after the installation ceremony.)  

(Photo:  Newly installed D5 Governor Margot with 
newly installed ZI President Susanne von Bassewitz.)  
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